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Author, who, though paſt the youthful 


Shall I own, that the dedieation of this „ 


To THE | 3 EE 


\ \ ILL candid Public receive with 
a favourable eye the firſt attem pt of an : 


period, ſtill poſſeſſes all its timidity * 


little work has given me more uncaſineſs, = 
in idea, than the formation of any other £ : : : 
part? No great houſe can I inſult by. _— 
ſtudied and fulſome compliments; ; nor 1 9 
will even friendſhip allow me a place there. 5 Wa 3 
1 muſt love and admire 1 in a ght which 


"* ms 


e 
© might reflect diſgrace on them by the 
poverty of my talents. It once occurred 
to me to follow the example of a F rench 
author, who addreſſed his work to the 
clear-ſighted eagles; acknowledging, that 
although they muſt ever remain inſenſible | 
of his humble ſupplication for protection, 
from their incapacity to read, yet, that 
many a grand ſeigneur (in thoſe days) 
might be under a ſimilar difficulty. Such | 
| unbecoming farcaſms are not in my way; 
7 we haye long paſſed the times, when to 
read and write was deemed beneath a 
gentleman; 4 and may thoſe deſpicable 
motives never a gain pervade the nobles 


1 eee. 5 


; Where am al running to, gentle reader? 
telling my Preface to the dimenſions of 
ſolio. To conclude; this ſimple tale, 

4M „ 


N 


for which 1 feel a parent's ſolicitude, has 


been the amuſement of a few leiſure 
hours; the ground-work derives i its origin 
from a French romance, and the ſuper- - 
ſtructure, a Angloiſe, owes its erection to 

a ſcribbling mood. 1 


I have humbly attempted a diſtant 
imitation of the incomparable Marmontel, 
in reducing the number of © he ſaid,— 

I faid,” &c. by placing the double line, 
thus =, to denote a new ſpeaker, when 


any converſation was to be related 1 in the 
letters. 1 SE. 


The female, and perhaps the moſt. - 1 ö 
numerous portion of my readers, wil! : 
not, I hope; condemn the novelty. 
_ omitting every really vicious © ha | . er "I 
A3- ., 


o 
r - 


LACS 
The old Count de Myrelle deſerves that 
appellation ; but he does not make one in 
the preſent, or living perſonages of the 
drama, EN 
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LAURA to CAROLINE., 


= : LONG before this reaches my deareſt 2 
Caroline, I triiſt her ungovernable grief <2 
will have ſubſided into that calm ac- 
quieſcence to the will of a Superior, which 
every religious and moral duty inculcates, - 
and which the uncertainty of every earthly 
enjoyment requires. Your tears, at our 
parting, might be flattering to my ſelf=; _ 
love, but they betrayed a weakneſs un! 
worthy of you; ſenſible as you muſt be 
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of the impropriety of my accompanying 
my friends to England. Is not my preſent 
ſituation the moſt eligible ? Perhaps you 
will ay, it might have been more ſo, had 
conſented to receive the addreſſes of De 


Saur. Conſider one moment, Caroline ; 
I. am given up by thoſe on whom J have 
natural claims my exiſtence, at this 
time, js nown to them; left wholly 
der ndent on the benevolent kindneſs of 


© your parents, who, by the moſt unex- 


ampled goodneſs, have hitherto protected 
me! and would you, in theſe circum- 
ſtances, adviſe me to enter a noble family, 
who might juſtly blame the choice of the 
| ſupporter of their name? No, my friend, 
I may be unhappy, but I will never be 

criminal; and to ruin, in the eyes of the 
world, the man I love from a miſtaken 


© fondneſs, would be a crime; in a few 


years, I am perſuaded, you will agree in 
my ſentiments; your youth and inexpe- 
rience makes you romantic. With im- 


| patience J expect the account of your | 
Jour- 


8 


4 
Journey ; how anxiouſly ſhall I look for- 
ward to the moment that may re-unite 


us! but though hourly regretting the loſs 
of my late ſociety, I endeavour to occupy. 
myſelf agreeably here, as ſurely in every 


ſituation we ought eagerly to lay hold of 


the comforts it may afford. This is a 


delightful retirement, and has already had 
the moſt ſalutary effects upon my health. 
La Badeſſa is a very pleaſing woman, 
about ſixty years of age, her figure has 
dignity, ſufficient to command reſpect 


from thoſe who are not admitted to her 


friendſhip; then it is the voluntary tri- 
bute due to her merit. Many of the 
fiſters appear to be elegant, accompliſhed 
women, but, as yet, the only intimacy I 
am diſpoſed to form, is with a beautiful, 

intereſting priſoner about your age ; ſhe 
is modeſt, gentle, and truly engaging; 


you muſt expect her to make a figure in 
my future correſpondence, which, other- 
wiſe, does not promiſe you much enter- 
tainment. | 


„ 


6109 ” 

Will you, my ſweet girl, give my 
kindeſt love to my affectionate benefac- 
tors, tell them, that the abode their care 
has deſtined for me, gratifies my every 
wiſh, except that of being within their 
arms. Oh! were it poſſible. to diſcover 
thoſe to whom I am indebted for life, how 
_ grateful would they be to the guardian 
angels of their child! Adieu—l tear my- 
ſelf a ſecond time from you in concluding 

LAURA. 
Abbey of St. Catherine's, 
12th April. 
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1 CANNOT any longer defer writings 
my deareſt Laura; it is the only poſſible 
conſolation in my preſent ſtate of ſepara- 
tion from my earlieſt friends. Ah, how 
inſufficient do I find this boaſted comfort, 
whe one has been accuſtomed every 
moment to hear the ſoothing voice of 
= : friendſhip, and, in return, to pour each 
' joy and grief into a kindred breaſt. That 
1 I am now deprived of this valued privi- 

ledge, is but too agonizing a certainty; but 

1 ſee you frown at my unavalling expreſ- 
ſions of diſcontenr, it is enough to check the 
repining ſpirit ; indeed, Laura, you could 
ever calm the wildeſt effuſions of my un 
bridled temper by yaur gentle remon- F. 
ſtrances; you ſhall ever preſerve; you 
empire, and when I feel myſelf on the - 
brink of erring againſt reaſon and. dil 
will mentally confult you: the i N 75 D 
| A 6 


(12) 
how I ſhould a& were you preſent, will 
ſurely end to my"advantage.—But peace, 
egotiſt ! yon are deſirous a knowing our 
route, not my projects of amendment. 
Our firſt ſtage, of note, was Moulins, 
where my father reminded me of Stern's 
Maria; we looked anxiouſly for a ver- 
dant bank, that could anſwer our idea of 
the one the lovely mourner reclined upon: 
on the eaſt fide of the town I found a 
charming fpot, and aſſerted, it was her 
retreat from the noontide heat ; we all ſat : 
down upon the graſs, recollecting many 
eircumſtances that made the deciſion 
unanimous. Pe Saur dropped a tear, he 
aid, to the memory of Maria's lamb; 
Jou will, no doubt, give him eredit for 
bis ſenſibility. The town of Moulins is 
l * e! in a fertile plain; the houſes of 

S. of the Chartreuſe, and that of the Viſita- 

I  i0n, are magnificent; the gentlemen were 
E admitted to view the interior, my mother 
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and I were only ſuffered to remain in the 


; aww of the _ and to viſit the 


: 0 130 i 
| gardens and refectories; that of the Char- 
treuſe is a noble room, 300 feet long. 
The next town, worthy of note, is Cleves, 
which is built in the form of an amphi- 
theatre, and contains many beautiful 7 
buildings; there is a fine old caſtle, which 
looked like the favourite retreat of ſome 
ancient feudal baron. We next arrived 
at Briare, a neat- little town ſituated on 
the Loire, and remarkable for a famous 
canal of communication between the 
rivers Loire and Seine; it is only thirty- 
five miles from Orleans, which we ſhall 
reach to-morrow. As our ſtay will be 
ſhort, I ſhall cloſe my journal at this 
place, as my father means to diſpatch the 
packet from Orleans. Perhaps 1 ſhall 
not reſume my pen till we are fixed at | 
Paris, and then you ſhall be regularly i in- 


formed, as I will write each night the . . 


tranſactions of the day. 1 


equally circumſtantial in the hiſtory 


Fa 


0 1 


your life; it will never appear a tedious 
narrative, as your mind can ſupply ample 

materials for a journal, infinitely more 
| pleaſing and inſtructive than our united 
efforts can tranſmit to you.—Adieu, 
adieu, my mother's kindeſt bleſſing, ſhe 

often talks with me of our Laura's vir- 
tues; when ſhall we again feel their 
cheering influence ? ? 
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truſt, we ſhall find accounts from you, as 
the miſery of abſence can only be leſſened 


by a conſtant intercourſe of letters: Our 


journey has been hitherto ſafe, and tole- 
rably pleaſant; the young men exert 


themſelves, but to D'Aſtree the exertion 
is the leaſt painful; he makes an-excel- 
lent Cicerone for Caroline, and has been 


| kindly affiduous in pointing out the moſt . 


admired objects upon our route, as no- 


velty is the beſt remedy to diſſipate her 
forrow, when ſhe reflects on the compa- 
nion ſhe has loſt; upon the whole, I am 
well ſatisfied with her firmneſs and ſelf- 
command, as ſhe endeavours to appear 
cheerful for our ſakes, to whom the ſepa, 
ration was no leſs painful, Poor De Saur 


is more himſelf than we expected; Ie 
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\ OU are, I dare ſay, my dear niece, 
impatient to hear, from us: at Paris, 1 


1 16: 
„ a converſation with me at Nevers 


has been of ſervice to him, the heads of 
it I have reſolved to communicate to you; 


may not be exactly coincident with my 
fair friend's, yet I cannot forbear indulging 
the propenſity of an old man, to foreſee 
the completion of his wiſhes. The Count 


as we were walking together the evening 
of our arrival, and ſaid, with tears gliding 
down his manly countenance, that he de- 
ſpaired of ever calling you his, as the con- 
ditions of your conſent appeared to be an 
me refuſal, for the diſcovery of your 
Parents was improbable to the greateſt 


he added with a ſigh! After a filence of a 
the does, my dear Count ; and I promiſe 


you, as a man of honor, that upon our 
return to Lyons, I will aſſume the rights 


con firm 


for though, at preſent, my ſentiments 


Vas complaining of your cruel reſolution, 


degree; and yet ſhe loves me, I believe, 


few minutes, I replied, Moſt aſſuredly 


of an uncle, that your Laura has ever 
5 . and perſuade her to 
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confirm her own happineſs and indepen- 
- dence, by giving you her hand: ſurely 
ſhe will not refuſe to beſtow comfort on 


the declining years of her earlieſt friends! 


her reſiſtance I ſhould then conſider as 
ill-judged obſtinacy, inſtead of aſcribing 


it, as I now do, to the delicacy and for- 
titude of an ingenuous mind: but I will 


not doubt her compliance, as I have ever 
found her ready to oblige thoſe whom ſhe 
| knows can only with and intend her wel- 
fare. This, my dear girl, was our rea- 
ſoning; and I will only add farther, that. 
. unleſs any traces ſhould be found of per- 

| ſons who have a more ſacred right, I ſhall 


gently enforce my chm to vyur r obe- . 


dience. 


To vary my ſtile, I n * fomething © 
of this celebrated town; indeed 1 told 
Caroline that its hiſtory ſhould be mYY 
taſk, as, of courſe, I would not confeſs ': 


to her the real theme of my m N | 1 
4 


Her mother has read this, as you may 
eue. 
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gueſs, : from | your knowledge of the one 


ſoul which animates us both; her appro- 
bation, then, I need not enlarge upon. 
But to return to my bſiuneſs: When we 
got into Orleans, a few hours ſince, we 


found ourſelves in the midſt of the pro- ö 
ceſſion which is annually performed in 


honour of Joan of Arc; her ſtatue is 
carried with great devotion, and is fol- 


lowed by the acclamations of the popu- 


lace; the records of her heroic feats came 
in order, and the whole is cloſed by a 


military band, playing martial muſic; 
indeed the town at this time ſeems in- 


1 with the ancient ſpirit of chivalry: 
| men, women, and children, all talk of 


aliant deeds,” and appear like ſo many 


. i Don Quixotes, though, in their hearts, 
ee} er may be true Sancho Panza' 8. 


The cathedral is a moſt FRA ſtruc- - 


we in the Gothic ſtile of architecture; it 
ad once the fineſt ſteeple in France, but 


te civil wars damaged this and ſeveral 
| other 
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Two? 


other "public monoments. We proceed 


upon our journey to-morrow, intending 


to breakfaſt at Chartres, and, if poſſible, 
to reach Paris before dark. Direct your 
next letters to Calais, as there we mult 
be at laſt, whatever deviations we may 
make in our road from Paris. To con- 
clude this long epiſtle, let me again aſſure 
you of our united affection, which ſhould 
diſſipate every apprehenſion of our ever 
forſaking our loved child : you muſt not 
be unjuſt to yourſelf, as merit joined 
with virtue, and ſupported by religion, 
can never be deſtitute of friends ; adieu, 


remember I have reaſon to depend on the 


ſtrength of your underſtanding, and there- 
fore I cannot ſuffer you to give way to 
any degrading prejudice, which would be 
doubly injurious to us, | 


35 
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Trank you, my loved friend, for 
your entertaining letter, but more fo for 
the ſentimenrs it contains, they do honor 
to us both, and if you preſerve them (as 
1 doubt not you will) through life, they 
will eſſentially contribute to our mutual 
comfort. I dare ſweax, from the moment 
you received mine, you was impatient to 
hear the name, accompliſhments, and a 
hundred et ceteras of my new friend. 
Adelaide de St. Croix is the ſweet girl I 
"With to make known to my Caroline, as 
fomewhat reſembling her in goodneſs of 
| heart and mind. Adelaide's father and 
mother are now at Verſailles ſoliciting a 
penſion, which, by what I can find, 
Monſieur de St. Croix's ſervices fully de- 
ſerve, though hitherto it has been moſt 
unjuſtly withheld from him. He ſerved 


3 * with honor in merh war in 
India, 
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agg, and kh my "Wes: the 

conſummate ſkill of the Engliſh com- 

i mander, yet was he one of the moſt ac- 
tive defenders of Pondicherry: his con- 
ſtant abode ſince his return from the Eaſt, 
has been at an old caſtle in Provence, 
where himſelf and Madame de St. Croix 


employed themſelves. LD 
Thomſon's words, 


et « Teaching the young'ic * how to ſhoot, pd NE 
And pouring freſh inſtrudtion o'er the infant 
40 mind. RE 


hw * * * — — i o 
_ Sv , 5-2. 5 ” "A $ 7 


Beſides Adelaide, they have a ſon and 
daughter, whoſe tender years enable them 
to reſide at a court without danger, but 
all the mother's. fears were awakened for 
her eldeſt daughter; at fifteen, admira- 
tion too often. proves a ſnare ; to preſerve. 
FX their darling's innocence and fimplicity, 
they gave up the charms of her ſociety, 
and leſt her in their abſence to the care of 
| Madame aural, our ſu Ip erior ; it is now 
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a year and ſome months, but yet no proſ- 
pe of theiripetition being granted; ſuch 
is the method of rewarding merit with 
the great. —Adelaide is earneſtly endea- 
vouring to improve herſelf in ſeveral ele- 


gant accompliſhments, that ſhe could 


only acquire imperfectly without maſters. 
This convent is extremely well provided 
with inſtructors in muſic and drawing; 
Engliſh, I am her teacher in, for her 


knowledge is not yet equal to the enjoy- 
ment of our poets, but as her applica- 
tion is on a par with her aptitude, 1 


doubt not her making a rapid progreſs; 
and the certainty of increaſing the re- 
ſources of a friend by enlarging her pow- 
ers of inquiry, makes me feel happy and 


felf-conſequent, beſides contributing to 1 


my own improvement; few things are 
more pleaſing in a young perſon, than a 
reaſonable thirſt after knowledge; it is 
the moſt favourable omen of future me- 
| rit, as it undoubtedly argues a ſound un- 
ſtanding: it is n that people i in 
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early life, can ſhake off the habitual indo- 
| Jence which is ſuch an inſeparable barrier 
to making a proficiency in any ftudies ; 


how anxious ſhould parents be to incul- 
cate in their children's tender minds, that 
the power of occupying and amuſing 


themſelves is one of the greateſt bleſſings 
of our nature; the leſs we depend on fo- 


reign aſſiſtance for our happineſs, the 


more eaſily we ſecure the attainment of it, 


and even in trying calamities, when to be 


at peace is impoſſible, employment will 
greatly contribute to our relief But 
what a long digreſſion; pardon me, my 
dear Caroline, it is in compliance with 
your orders that I do not check my pen. 


You lament in your laſt the very ſmall 


cConſolation that writing to a diſtant friend 
affords, whom you have been accuſtom- 
ed to live with; allow me to remind you 


| K 24 3 +6 
+... To love one's friend and to prove 
ec one's affection, is it neceſſary to be al- 
<« ways inſeparable ? The pure and diſin- 
er tereſted ſentiments of friendſhip gain 
« ſtrength from abſence, which ſerves to 
ce make known more forcibly its depri- 
cc vations; the pleaſure of writing, that de- 
ec lightful intercourſe of two ſouls united 
« by eſteem and confidence, is perhaps 
© one of its choiceſt bleſſings; there is 
« then an end of thoſe chilling devoirs of 
cc ſociety which draw people together, 
ec without attaching them, one is no longer 
ce ſubject to any ties, but thoſe voluntary 
cc links of the heart; the communication 
« of ſentiment is an enjoyment ever as 
cc new as intereſting: in the letters of our 
1 friend we only obſerve her wit, in- 
e genuouſneſs, and ſenſibility, every lit- 
« tle foible and inequality of temper is 
« forgotten, no diſputes can ariſe, and no 
« diſſentions can ſeparate.” I hade writ- 
ten ſuch a folio to you, that the poſt hour 


7 approaching, and I have not time to 
thank 
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thank your father for his letter from Or- 


leans ; tell him I will ſoon diſcharge this 
pleaſing debt of gratitude for this inſtance 


of his remembrance, but for a million of 


others I muſt be ſilent, Particularize. 
every thing that ſtrikes you, as it will i 


help my fancy to travel with you; and let 
me beg of you to indulge me with a fe | 
hiſtorical ideas of the principal towns 


after you leave Paris; when you are 


upon Engliſh ground, I ſhall be deſirous 


of every minute circumſtance, relative to 


the hiſtory and beauties of that favored 


ule. 


I 9 write to 1 in 1 to diſh 


Pate your apprehenſions of the tremen- 
dous and majeſtic n 


8 & 6: . 


2 


An anfee to the for going 


1. COULD write yolumes from Pars; ; 
but your laſt letter was ſo provoking, that 
I am more than half angry; however, 
upon ſecond thoughts, (which are always 
beſt, it is ſaid) I will give up my many 
cauſes of complaint, and not difappoint 
myſelf ſo cruelly as to preſerve my dig- _ 
nity by filence; was I indeed to ſtorm 
for three hours, it would make little im- 
preſſion upon my calm friend; you are ſo 
certain of my repentance, that you think 
it unneceſſary to ſoothe ; was there ever 
ſuch an ideot, thus tacitly to confeſs her- 
ſelf in the wrong? do not triumph, or 1 
will poſitively recant, This famous city 
contains ſo many things worthy of mi- 
nute attention, that our ſtay hasgheen ex- 
tended beyond the allotted time, and yet 
we cannot ſee one third of what we wiſh. 
We were fortunate in getting ſome 
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> (9) 
| very comfortable lodgings, which a party 
of Engliſh had only quitted the day be- 
fore, in a {ſtreet adjoining the palais 
royal. Our firſt viſit the next morning 
was to the Metropolitan church of Notre 
Dame, a ſuperb edifice ſupported by a 
hundred and twenty columns; the body of 
the church is an hundred and ſeventy-four 
feet in length, ſixty in breadth, and one 
hundred in height: the towers are fine; 
we aſcended one and enjoyed a clear view 
of a part of the city and adjacent country. 
The univerſity is the moſt ancient in Eu- 
rope; it was founded by Charlemagne in 
790: there are three colleges in the Sor- 
bonne; I thought of the admirable 
Crighton (mentioned with ſo much ho- 
nor by Mr. Pennant) diſputing with the 
doctors, and carrying the prize 1n every 
ſcience. We read his hiſtory together, 
my Laura; alas! why are not you with 


me now to increaſe our mutual happineſs? * 


But higher powers forbid. One evening 
| we dedicated to botanizing in the kings 
eien; B 2 _ Jas 
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gardens there are ſtill remaining many 


morning; the poor foundlings are kept 
remarkably clean, which contradicts the 
vulgar error, that the French are atrached 


my narrative, to tell you, that our lodg- 
the children's education conſiſts in paſſing 


through two claſſes, in the firſt they are 
taught to read, 'write, and do different 


(28 ) 


curious plants, but in general they are 
ſadly neglected, in truth, the collection 
fell far ſhort of our expectations. I muſt 
next mention / Hopital des Enfans trou- 
dee, which fully employed us for a whole 


to flovenlineſs. I muſt here digreſs from 


ings are very neat, and our food dreſſed 
in a cleanly, ſimple manner—To return, 
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kinds of work; in the ſecond, which they 
enter at twelve years old, they are in- 
ſtructed to perform the active duties of | 4 
life, which qualifies them for trade or ſer- 1 
viee; many take the habit of the houſe, 
and thereby repay the bleſſings they have 
eceived to the riſing generation.— The 
Public libraries are well kept, and poſſeſs 
ſome | 1 
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( 29 ) 
| ſome invaluable books; amongſt others . 
we were ſhewn the ancient Roman 
de Ia Roſe in manuſcript, which in the 
middle age was ſold at the gates of Pa- 
ris for fifty marks, (three pounds fifteen 
of Engliſh money) and alfo the works of 
the Arabian phyſician Rhaſes, which, 
when Louis the Eleventh, fo late as the 
year 1471, borrowed of the faculty of 
medicine, he was obliged to depoſit, by 
way of pledge, a quantity of valuable 
plate, and moreover to procure a noble- 
man to join with him as furety in a deed, 
to return the book under a conſiderable 
forfeiture; it will improve the ſtory to 
fay, © under forfeiture of his crown.” 
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Jou will ſmile at my diſplay of learn- 
ing, but travellers have a long-eſtabliſhed 
and indiſputable right to ſearch in muſty 
volumes for materials that their ſhallow 
imaginations cannot ſupply. I quitted 
with regret our ſurvey of the academy of 
painting and ſculpture ; ſome enchanting 


B 3 5 mo- 


? NP 
models and elegant deſigns you ſhall have 
a notion of (however imperfect the ſuc- 
ceſs) to ſhew you that I am not wholly 
negligent of your advice. The ſtatue of 
Louis the Fourteenth in la Place des 
Viftoires is beautiful; as you may not 
have Madame de Maintenon within 
reach, I will hazard a deſcription : the 
| © king is repreſented in his coronation dreſs, 
| having at his feet four nations in chains, 
a graceful figure of victory is placing the 
crown upon his head: this charming 
groupe raiſes the admiration, but at the 
fame moment ſhocks the too faithful me- 
mory of the beholder; for where did 
Louis the Fourteenth find the four en- 
flaved nations? he was called a hero, and 
believed himſelf one, but the heroiſm was 
| as imaginary, as his idea of ſerving the 
cauſe of religion by the revocation of the 
edit of Nantes; I feel indignant when 
viewing ſuch a palpable fraud upon poſte- 
rity. A fight of the equeſtrian ſtatue of 


* the F gurth on the Pont Neuf re- 
ſtores 
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N 
ſtores my good humour by inſpiring the 
more gentle virtues of love and eſteem 
for the truly great monarch and his wile - 
friend and counſellor. We have been for 
a few days at Verſailles, in which time 
your letter arrived; I ſhould have ſaid 
this ſooner, to account for my ſeeming. 
idleneſs, but I was impatient to tell you 
what had chiefly engaged our attention at 
Paris. The palace of Verſailles is the 
only thing you can wiſh me to deſcribe, 
and to that my powers are inadequate; 
however, if une ebauche will content you, 
it is much at your ſervice; the palace is 
indeed a kingly reſidence; the great gal- 
lery of pictures and the ſmaller ones of 
plans and elevations are fine proportioned 
rooms; the chapel is highly eſteemed for 
its architecture; the ornaments are of un- 
common curious workmanſhip: but for 
farther particulars of this enormous fa- 
bric, I muſt refer you to Madame de 
Maintenon, as her account very nearly 
correſponds with the preſent Wr 
By ED 


( 32 ) 
of Verſailles: the gardens are mags ificent 
in the Engliſh ſtyle, and judiciouſly 
adorned with ſtatues by the beſt maſters ; 
the water-works appear like enchantment, 
one might really think of an Arabian 
tale without any violent effort of the ima- 
_  gination, We ſaw their majeſties going 
to maſs; the queen was dreſſed a PAn- 
glaiſe, in a riding habit, and a large 
black beaver hat; the is a pretty little 
woman; 21 re looks heavy and inanimate, 
and has a ſombre eye, which I deteſt ; af- 
ter maſs, they went a hunting; her majeſ 
ty was mounted upon a ſmart bay mare, 
which ſhe ſeemed to manage very dexte- 
rouſly. After having fully ſatisfied our 
curiofity we returned here, and in the 
evening went to the play, with which I 
was not charmed; think of a burleſque 
upon the inimitable Shakeſpeare, which 
every repreſentation of his plays u Pen a 
| fore! gn theatre mult be. 
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6 
The operas we have attended frequent- 
ly, they are fine, and the dancing very 
pleaſing, but not comparable, I am told, 


to the exquiſite performances I am to ex- 
pect at the, Haymarket theatre. I fend 


you the muſic of the laſt opera, and my 
mother, with her kindelt love, deſires me 
to ſay, that ſhe adds to my packet a few 


volumes of French and ſome Italian books, 
amongſt others the life of our favourite 


Petrach, which you will value above the 


reſt : a certain Count hints, that the 


' Laura of Avignon was leſs rigid to her 
lover, than is our en Laura of Bt, Ca- | 


therine's. _ 


My father begs that you will not an- 


ſwer his letter till you may direct to 


London; as he means to write again to 


you from Calais. I entreat that you will 
give me double my ſnare of your pen, 
as he thus _—_ kw Jn n dil 


Excuſe this ſtrange pille, 3 wit ou 
me as ever, 
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Madame px Sr. Croix to ber 
Dau HTER. 
ST IEL your father's affairs remain un- 
decided; I know not when I ſhall em- 
brace you, my loved child; it is true, I 
have the conſolation of knowing that you 


are with good friends, and therefore my 


concern, being in a great. meaſure ſelfiſh, 
muſt ſubſide. The miniſter gave us 
hopes laſt week that our every wiſh would 
be granted; but how little dependence is 


to be placed on courtly promiſes ! allow- 


ances ſhould, however, be made for the 


multiplicity of bufineſs, and the innume- 
rable claims upon royal favour. Our lit- 
tle Loviſa is much mended in her health 
ſince we left Verſailles; the confinement 


of a town but ill fuited a child accuſtomed 
to the liberty of a country life. I have 
taken this cottage for three months, at the 
expiration of which, I truſt our buſineſs 


will 


$8.5 
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will be terminated (if ever) and then ! 
ſhall have the unſpeakable- felicity of ſee- 
ing my beloved Adelaide, a joy that only 
a mother can fully experience after an ab- 
ſence of ſeventeen long months. I ex- 
pect to find you formed both in, mind 
and perſon the inſtruction you] have: had i it 
in your power to receive, and. above All. kong 
the docility of your diſpoſition; eneoutah 8 . 
my well founded hopes. Lou a oy” 
imagine a more delicious ſpot than whe ont EE. 
our cabin ſtands upon; in order, I ſhould: 1 = 2 
tell you firſt, that within doors we havs 
only three rooms up ſtairs, and a parlour, 
kitchen, and a few offices below; but this 
interior confinement is amply compenſa- 
ted by the extenſive beauties without; 
wood, lawn, the moſt romantic fields, and 
the river Seine, ſurround us on every ſide; 
from a little hillock in our garden, we can 
at once difcover the capital, and the reſi- 
dence. of our maſter ;-to relieve our ſight, 
wearied with ſuch an unbounded VIEW, we 
can turn to a beautiful wood, Which over. 


29511 I 1 6 hangs 


hangs ours, as well as ſome other ſtrag- 
gling habitations, from whence the curling 
ſmoak aſcending, gives the finiſhing tinge 
to a portrait, which only wants the figure 
of my Adelaide to be infinitely intereſting 
to me. Taking our accuſtomed evening's 
walk yeſterday; we met with a little ad- 
venture that I am impatient to acquaint 
you with : Henry and Louiſa were play- 
ing in a field adjoining to the wood, your 
father and I were ſlowly ſauntering, ob- 
ſerving them with fond attention, when we 
were alarmed by the barking of a fine 
ſpaniel, who, ſoon forgetting his anger, 
came and fawned upon us; in a few mi- 
nutes we heard a female voice calling the 
dog; he joyfully obeyed the fammons, 
and ran immediately into the wood; we 
followed, as our curioſity was raiſed to the 
moſt ungovernable pitch, never having 
obſerved an houſe in our neighbourhood 
calculated for a lady's abode, however, 
we were ſoon au fait; a middle aged ele- 
gant female was walking with a book in 
— - | 98 ; her 
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her hand, and careſſing the little deſerter⸗ 

we apologized for our intruſion, and were 
unwillingly retiring, when the children 
running up, engaged the ſtranger to be- 

gin a converſation which ended to our 

mutual ſatisfaction. I ſee you wondering 

at this ſudden intimacy, and, for once, 
blaming your mother, who has ſo often 
recommended circumſpection in | the 

choice of acquaintance, for not giving her 
precepts the force of example: J haſten 

ro exculpate myſelf, the lady inſtantly 
told us that her name was Marouville, and 
that ſhe lived at the white houſe at the 
edge of the wood; her name gave rife 
to queſtions from your father, and the 
mention of ours brought circumſtances to 
her recollection, which in a moment made 
us embrace each other with the moſt un 
feigned joy. She is the fifter of the late 
Z Colonel Wm n ſerred with nia 


have ICY dead the afcaing narrative. 
His ſiſter had been frequently my gueſt 


* 


vhen we Lived at Blois; but upon our re- 
moval into Provence, the intimacy was 
checked by the difficulty of keeping up a 
regular intercourſe of letters, and when 
the melancholy event happened, which 
deprived her of a brother, and us of a va- 
lued friend, neither of us had courage 
ſufficient to renew a connection, whoſe vi- 
tal ſtring was ſo cruelly broken: fifteen 
years have ſince elapſed, and we meet by 
accident, or rather the interference of Pro- 
vidence. Time, which heals the moſt 


heartfelt wounds, has ſoftened her ſorrow, 


and only leſt the pleaſing recollection of 
the amiable youth; ſhe will feel the com- 
forts of uniting with her former friends, 
cemented by the endearing memory of 
her brother, and mellowed by years and 
anguiſn. I hope to prevail upon this 
truly deſerving woman to accompany us 
upon dur return into Provence; ſhe will 

love my Adelaide, whoſe affection for her 
Wil,, A eee AR pk her 
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I am wearied with writing, and can 
only add a father's bleſſing, and two little 
cherubs loves. 155 
AMELIE DE ST, CROIX. 
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ADELAIDE in Reply. 
A THOUSAND thanks, my deareſt 
Madam, for your long letter and the in- 
tereſting ſtory it contained; you will be- 
heve I feel anxious to be introduced to 
the Heroine of it, perhaps the certi- 
rude that my firſt interview with Made- 
moiſelle Marouville will reſtore me to 
the ſociety of my beloved parents, does 
not make me leſs impatient. Allow 
me to return my grateful acknowledge- 
ments to my earlieſt and kindeſt friend for 
the favourable opinion ſhe entertains of 
her child's diſpoſition; may you never be 
diſappointed, my dear Mamma, in any of 
your expectations; thoſe that only require 
aſſiduity on my part to fulfill, I will ven- 
ture to promiſe ſhall be gratified to the ut- 
moſt of my power. 7 5 


I have 
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T have now an additional incentive to 
application, beſides the conviction that 
conſtant employment is the only ſhieid 
that can repel the ennui which muſt other- 
wiſe haunt me, at the thoughts of being 
again three months without ſeeing you, 
my father, and the dear children; this i in- 
centive, to return to my ſubject, is the ex- 
ample of an amiable girl, who came laft 
week to reſide at the abbey; her manners 
are prevenante to the greateſt degree, ant 
though her converſation i is reſerved, yet, 
whatever ſhe ſays is to the purpoſe, and 
eaſily diſcovers the goodneſs of her under- 
ſtanding; the is poſſeſſed of every elegant 
accompliſhment, and, though paſſed the 
time of life that is uſually dedicated to 
education, ſhe does not neglect her talents, 
and purſues her ſtudies with the ſame ar- 
dour, as if ſhe had every thing to acquire; 
her temper appears to be extremely 1 mild 
and even; but there is a degree of melan- 
choly in her countenance, that was to me 
: unaccountable, till T heard from Madame 
N Jon 
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; Couyal a few particulars 1 * fituation. | 


5 


a (for ſo ſhe is ſimply called) has hither- 


oo to lived at Lyons, in the family of Mr. 


Daiatree, an Engliſh merchant, who is now- 


Sone with his wife and only daughter to 
England, they are all paſſionately fond of 


Laura, though I underſtand there is no re- 


lationſhip or connection, but what aroſe 


from chance, her Parents being unknown 


to. her ptotectors. Soon 1 hope to be 


able to inform you more fully of her birth, 


as already I am diſtinguiſhed by advances 


towards an intimacy. - We have begun 
reading Engliſh together, and ſhe likewiſe, 
encourages me to attempt the acquirement 


= of the Italian language which ſhe poſſeſſes 


to perfection, and has offered to inſtruct 


me in. I have readily engaged to accept 
her kind offices, notwithſtanding the ſhort 


time, that I truſt, remains for me to paſs 
here, as ſhould our friendſhip be as firmly 
rooted as I expect, from the general ef- 


fects of reciprocal attention, I ſhall enter- 


tain hopes of { preylng s on my friend to 
39 accompany 
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accompany us to the favourite chateau of 
| Vaudeville; I ſhall not then have a wiſh 

to gratify, ſurrounded' with ſuch friends, 
and ſettled upon a ſpot where every inani- 
mate object claims kindred, and has its 
claims allowed; what a happy being will 
your Adelaide own herſelf: how many 
prayers ſhall I daily offer 4 for our va 
ied 10 ²˙¹ 5) 19 
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: I SHALL continue my journal metho» 
dically as you deſire, dear Laura, expect- 
ing numberleſs letters from you at Calais 
to reward my diligence. We left Paris 
early on Wedneſday morning, and reſting 
during the heat of the day at a pretty 
village on our route, we arrived at Beau- 
vais before dark; the next morning we- 
went to ſee the cathedral church, which is 
dedicated to St. Peter; the architecture is 
fine, and beſides containing a great num- 
ber of relics, it has a library of curious 
books, which, like the generality of mo- 
dern travellers, we could only admire the 
neat arrangement of: there are ſeveral 
other churches, one in particular of St.. 
Stephen, which engaged our attention 
from its remarkable windows. As you de- 
fire an hiſtorical account of the towns we 
_ pals * when ew annals * 
| any 
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any thing memorable, I muſt not quit 
Beauvais without mentioning the ſiege it 
ſuſtained from the Engliſh in 1443; 
though their attempt was ineffectual, the 
Duke of Burgundy 1 was more ſucceſsful 
in 1472 he led againſt it an army of 
eighty thouſand men: in this ſiege the 
women ſignalized themſelves under the 
conduct of Jeanne Hachette, who erected 
24 a ſtandard, yet preſerved in the church of 
1 acobins. The Duke was obliged to 
Taiſe the ſiege; and in memory of the 
women's exploits, they walk firſt in a pro- 
ceſſion, on the firſt of n ae 
of their dela verante. 


T he aloe carry « on a great * 
in tapeſtry; the work in this way is beauti- 
ful, of courſe we minutely examined the 
proceſs, as of all objects to excite curioſity, | 
a manufactory of any kind is ſurely. the 
moſt intereſting; I always obſerve ſuch 
ſcenes of honeſt induſtry, labouring for its 

own ſupport, and thereby inſenſihlyidiſ- 


RET BY 
fufing good on thoſe ſurrounding, with a 
degree of pleaſure, inſeparable from the 
idea of how many poor ſouls are main- 
tained by thoſe manufactures, and frorn 
being ſo conſtantly occupied, are pre- 
ſerved from the ſad conſequences of idle- 
nels; add to theſe reflections, that I feel 
myſelf receiving information at every 
ſtep which I take in a work- room; the | 
materials of which common neceſſaries 
are compoſed, were, perhaps, unknown 
to me, and the peculiar inſtruments, and 
various ſkill employed to bring every ar- 
ticle to perfection, cannot fail of impro- 
ving the mind by enlarging its conception 
of human ingenuity. I am fortunately en- 
gaged i in a charming ſociety for making 8 
proper obſervations: you know my fa 
ther's inveſtigating ſpirit, and can eaſily EM . 
imagine my mother's patient explanation 
when I do not readily comprehend; ſuch 
aſſiſtants, with the judicious criticiſms of 
WW our two knights, will enable me, I truſt, 
= to bees _ poſſible advantage from the 
Pp | 9 5 * * 
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opportunities of inns” now offered 
. me. SOUR this long digreſſion. * 


This city (Rouen) will Gerkin us long - 
er than Beauvais; we got here at a late 
_ - hour yeſterday evening; this morning 

has been engaged in viſiting the principal 
convents, there are in all four and twen- 

ty for men and women. Rouen has a 
parliament, a mint, a handſome college, 
an academy, two abbeys, and an old caſ- 
tle commanding a fine view of the town 
itſelf (which is ſeven miles in circumfe- 

rence, ſurrounded by ſix 1 ROY and of 
5 the n pr 
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The Wetel eurdenty is ide ng 
270 paces in length, over the Seine; it is 


ſupported by boats, and conſequentiy 18 
higher or lower according to the tide; it 


is paved, and there are cauſeways for foot 


paſſengers on each fide, with benches to 
ſit on: carriages may paſs over it at any | 
hour ol the day or ni ur” The houſes 


here 
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** in hai are ordinary, but there are 
abundance of magnificent fountains. 
Adieu, I am called to walk upon the 
quay, which is the faſhionable prome- 
nade. My expectations were fully grati- 
fied, when I quitted you laſt night; 
we had a moſt delicious faunter by moon- 
light, which put me in mind of thoſe we 
uſed to enjoy together dans la grande 
Place, at Lyons; this quay is a noble 
walk, from it there are fifteen gates com- 
municating with the city; the proſpect 
of the Seine, with i its banks, was moſt en- 
chanting how. I W for my, * 
We are uſt „ F OE the YH 
ment Houſe, which contains ſome good 
pictures, and tolerable tapeſtry; this 
evening will be dedicated to the nk {pes don 


ſun-xiſe we ſhall ſet. out for . 
This inſtant arrived, and during che inter- 
val - that. preparations for dinger afford 
me, I me tell L190 inquiſttive friend, by 


Nut 


K * 
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1 what ſtratagem the nn got poſſeſ- 5 
ſion of the town in 1 597. | | 


Amiens, the 3 of Picardy, (I 
muſt be methodical) was, at the period 1 
am mentioning, one of the ſtrongeſt and 

moſt important towns in France. The 
citizens, who had been zealous partiſans 
of the league, had lately ſubmitted to the 
king, upon condition that all their anci- 
ent privileges ſhould be preſerved, and in 
particular that they ſhould be allowed to 
guard the town themſelves, and not be 
obliged to admit a garriſon of mercenary 
troops. The number of thoſe who 


were enrolled for bearing arms, was be- 


tween fourteen and fifteen thouſand; but 
neither their diſcipline nor their vigilance 
correſponded to the danger to ih 
they were expoſed from the neighbour- 
hood of the Spaniards. They gave the 
ſame attention to their ordinary occupa- 
tions as in time of peace; only a „ | 
were employed as centinels and 8Y rds, 
8 | 


. 


horſe anc 


Dourleus 
and before 


K 


and even theſe performed their duty in 
che moſt negligent manner: of this ne- 
gligence, Portocarraro, governor of Dour- 
leus, a brave and enterprizing officer, 


received intelligence, and he founded 
upon it, the plan for taking che city by 


ſurprize. He collected from the neigh- 


douring garriſons about three thouſand 


ſufficient to carry it into execution. On 
the eleventh of March, he ſet out from 
in the beginning of the night, 
rife arrived at an hermi- 
tage about a quarter of a mile from 


Amiens. As ſoon as he perceived that 
the pate which lay next him was opened, 
He ſent forward ten or twelve of the moſt 
reſolute of his ſoldiers with three officers, 
called d'Ognacro, la Croix, and del 
Acro, diſguiſed like the peaſants of the 
*c6untry, with long frocks, under which 


each of them concealed a brace of piſ- 
tols and a ſword. Three of this party 


e bags _ with nuts "_ apples; 
One 


foot, which he judged to be 5 


* 
one of them drove a waggon loaded with 
large beams, and the reſt followed ſlowly 
at a little diſtance. When the chree firſt 
had paſſed the palliſades and approached 
the gate, one of them fell down as by ac- 
cident, and ſcattered the nuts and apples; 
while the guards, making game of the 
ſuppoſed peaſant, were ſcrambling for 
them, the waggon was driven under the 
gate, there it ſtopped, and del Acro, by 
pulling an iron pin, quickly diſengaged 
the horſes; then firing a piſtol, which 


was the ſignal agreed upon, he and thoſe 


who were with him, falling with great 
fury upon the guard, killed moſt af them, 
and made themſelves maſters of the gate. 5 
The centinel upon the top of the gate- _ 
way, perceiving . what had paſſed, at- 
tempted to let down the portcullis, but it 
was ſuſpended by the beams and the wag- 
gon; Portocarraro in the mean time 
brought forward his troops, and ruſhed into 
the town. The citizens, entirely unpre- 

pared for this ſudden attack, were o ver- 
c  whemed | 
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whelmed with aſtoniſhment and- conſter- 


nation. Their reſiſtance was feeble and 


ill: conducted; and after about a hundred 


of their number had fallen, they laid 


down their arms and ſuffered the enemy 


to take poſſeſſion of the town ; it was af- 


terwards retaken by Henry che F ourth, 


who built” the citadel. 


We are told of an dt of belles- 


lettres, which wall amuſe us doppo pranꝛ⁊a— 


three branches of the river Somme enter 
this city, in which there are many bridges. 

At length, my fiveet friend, I can re- 
ſume my pen: of late the route has been 


too fatiguing to admit of it, The day of 


our departure from Amiens we paſſed 


ſome hours at Abbeville, which is plea- 


ſantly ſituated in a valley. We remarked, 


few other places were worth particulari- 
ing; all our wiſhes tended to St. Omer's, 
which, after detaining us for twenty-four 


Hours, we are as — to quit. The 
truth 


tak 


truch'i is, we expect jetters from you at 
Calais, and from thence ours can be more 


| ſecurely diſpatched—the impetuoſity of 
our movements, from theſe motives, you 
cannot — 7 


This town is Arongly fortified, ue 
and populous, it is a conſiderable baili- 


wic, with a caſtle and biſhop's ſee. On one 


ſide it is ſurrounded with a large moraſs, 


in the midft of which is a kind of floating 


iſland covered with trees and verdure. 
The cathedral is a handſome ſtructure, 


and there is a rich Benedictine abbey, | 


which the gentlemen are now viliting. 


I ſhall cloſe this enormous packet at Ca- 


lais, the hiſtory of which my father is re- 
ſolved to give you, unleſs the veſſel is 
ready to fail. 


Calais. 


* . * : 5 p | | . 4 
La ringrazia per la voſtra lettera mia lara, 


b to confeſs —_— I was re 


* 
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ed at only finding one. You ſhall have 
a letter written the moment we land at 

Dover; I will not expoſe myſelf, but 1 
feel queer at the thoughts of being ſo 

entirely at the mercy of winds and waves 
however, the certainty that the ſame 

providential care is ever with us, makes 

doubt of mo en 


Adieu, my nes my gather! is buſy ful | 
filling his promiſe, and my mother means 
to add her endeavours for the welcome 
reception of our manuſcripts. 


(655 
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Mr. DalxrREE fo LAURA. 


1 HAVE taken the pen from Caroline, 
my fair friend, in order to gratify your 
curious mind with a more circumſtantial 
account of this celebrated city, than your 
young correſpondent has leiſure to tranſ- 
mit to you; J admire the amiable ſpirit 
of inquiry that makes you inſiſt on an hiſ- 
torical journal of our tour; you expect 
information and amuſement from thence 
yourlelf, but I ſuſpe& your real metive 
is, that the neceſſity of inveſtigating facts 
in order to ſatisfy you, ſhould impreſs 
them more forcibly on your coin; moſt 
undoubtedly it will, my dear Laura: I 
already fancy her increaſe of ſteadineſs 
and ſound knowledge appgrent in her 
methodical queſtions, and juſt obſerva- 
tions on the various ſubjects that paturally- 
occur. You cannot more effectually re 
pay the obligations you ſay you have to: 
; C 4 1 


„„ 
the father and mother, than by the conti- 
nuance * your friendſhip to the daughter. 


Calais was taken from the French by 
our king Edward the Third, in 1347, 
and was loſt during the reign of queen 
Mary in 1558. The duke of Guiſe 
took the field in January, when the ordi- 
nary ſeaſon for action was over, and the 
enemy had retired into winter quarters; 
he was at the head of an army collected 
wich the utmoſt ſecrecy and diſpatch, and 
qudged wiſely in making choice of the 
rigour of winter for this important enter- 
prize, as it was well known that the queen 
of England and her miniſters had, from a 
principle of falſe ceconomy, been accuſ- 
tomed to diſmiſs a great part of the gar- 
riſon in the end of autumn, and to truſt 
for the ſecurity of the place to the marſhy 
ground on the land ſide, by which they 
believed that in winter, all acceſs to it 
would be found impracticable; but the 
briſkneſs of the duke of Guiſe's approaches 


K 


ſoom convinced the governor, Lok Winks 
worth, how little reaſon there was for this 
imprudent confidence: notwithſtanding 
the gallant behaviour of the governor and 
garriſon, they were under the neceſſity of 
capitulating on the eighth day: thus the 
undaunted valour and abilities of the 
duke of Guiſe achieved, for the honor f 
France, a conqueſt, that not one of her 
kings in the ſpace of 200 years, even at the 
height of their proſperity, had ventured to 
attempt; as in thoſe days, when the art 
of attacking towns was little known, Ca- 
lais was efteemed impregnable. The 
Eugliſh ſeverely felt their loſs; this 
town had ever been deemed one of their 
moſt valuable poſſeſſions, as it ſerved for a 
key, by which they could at all times 
open an entrance for their armies into 
France. Are you ſatisfied with my pre- 
cifion? If it pleaſes you, thank my in- 
former, Watſon, whoſe hiſtory of Philip” | 
the Second has more fully let me into 
007 part of our hiſtory than any other 
C 5 work : 
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work: my own obſervations can add, that 
Calais is built in the form of a triangle, 
the citadel is as large as the town, and has 
but one entrance; the ſtreets are hand- 

fome, and abound in churches and mo- 
naſteries. The packet-boats go twice a 
week, to-morrow we expect to greet the 
White Cliffs of Albion; however the 
amor patriæ may prevail in my breaſt, be- 
lieve me I look forward to the moment 

of my return to Lyons with the fondeſt 

hopes. My reſpectful remembrance to 
the good abbeſs. Adieu, my beloved 

Ward, with impatience I ſhall expect 
your promiſed letter to London. I muſt. 

religa my pen to your other parent. 


Mrs. DainTREE ne . 


MY loved child ll not 13 ima- 
gine that I can one moment forget her, 
but perhaps ſhe will ſay, that it is not 
: enough to haye her 3 in idea unleſs I give 
ſome 


* 


1 5 
1 * B 3 * y 1 ; 0 


2 


4 


PREV progfs. What can I tell you of 
news? the aſſurance of my affection has 
long been known to you; on one ſubject 
alone then can I employ my pen, and it. 
is in writing of Caroline, who 1 in her vo- 
luminous epiſtles has never enlarged ſuffi- 
ciently, I dare ſwear, upon the moſt inte- 
reſting theme to her friend—ſhall it be a 
mother's pleaſing taſk, to expreſs her en- 
tire ſatisfaction? your Caroline is every 
thing we wiſh, modeſt in aſſerting her ju- 

dicious opinions, diffident of herſelf to the 
greateſt degree, and ever open to convic- 
tion; add to this, the moſt pleaſing at- 
tention to her father and myſelf: the is 

cheerful, but not diſſipated as formerly; | 
in ſhort, a few weeks has wrought the 
moſt aſtoniſhing change in her ſentiments 
and 8 the parting with you 1 
believe to be the firſt cauſe of this altera- i 

tion, by ſoftening a young mind, which, 4 

until that trying moment, did not know _ 
its vulnerable Points, and from uninter- 


rupted eaſe was grown in ſome degree 
CS oo. 
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callous, and conſequently too vivacious; 
for it is true, extreme volatility was the 
only fault and is it not excuſable? „til 
« ſorrow's bitter ſhaft has taught the tear 

* to > flow.” 


Reliefions on your compoſed and 
manly fortitude, with an ardent defire of 
emulating what ſhe ſo much efteems, has, 
1 can gather from my Caroline's half 
confeſſions, performed this miraculous 
cure; which relieves (I own to you) the 
moſt ſerious apprehenſions for her future 
happineſs: I hope d' Aſtree has no ſhare 
in this reformation, as, though an amiable 
young man, he does not ſeem calculated 
to make a woman of real ſenſibility com- 
F pletely happy—he is rather capricious, and 


does not poſſeſs many reſources of amuſe- 
ment within himſelf; but I may do him 
| juſtice; whatever my future opinion of 


his merits and of the impreſſion he makes 
on one infinitely dear to me, may be, to 


you alone, my * girl, 1 ſhall impart 
it; 


( N 
it; at preſent, 1 am certain the Marquis 
has no penchant for my daughter; he re- 
gards her as a ſiſter: de Saur treats her | 
with the confidence of one, who yet ins 
dulges the fond idea of being her friend's * 
ſpoſo amato. May heaven grant my pray- 
ers, and make you as bleſſed as 25 ons: 
ſerve! 
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* AM quite wild with ecſtay, my dear 
Mamma, at having it in my power to 
make you fully acquainted with the me- 
rit of my Lavra, for even the modeſty of 
her own narrative cannot conceal the 
ſublimity of her ſentiments, and the in- 
fluence they have upon her conduct. Mr, 
Daintree and his family had been ſettled 
at Lyons for ſome years, when one even- 
ing returning from the play, he was accoſ- 
ted by a ſtranger wrapt up in a long great 
coat, who earneſtly entreated half an 
how's private converſation with him, on 
which his effential comfort depended; 
this requeſt it was not poſſible for Mr. 
Daintree's humanity to refuſe; he took the 
ſtranger into his ſtudy, and then deſired an 
explanation of his buſineſs. What was 
his ſurpriſe, when from under his great 


coat the young man preſented him with 
a * 


2 * 8 Fs 7 
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a baſket: containing a child, ſcarce three 
days old, and a thouſand piſtoles: Pre- 
« ſerve with care, ſaid he, © this ſacred 
« depoſit; I entreat you will bring up 
« this little girl as your relative, and he- 
« ftow on her the education of a child of 
« quality; never transfer your charge, but 
« to thoſe who can ſhew you the other 
ec moiety of this letter,” giving him a pa- 
per cut in ſuch a manner, that the words 
at the extremity | of the line, could not 
wy either ſenſe or continuation without 
the part that was wanting. The unknown, 
who under the moſt ſhabby. appearance, 
diſcovered, a noble deportment, which 
prejudiced in his favour ſtill more than the 
beauty of his countenance, and his ex- 
treme youth, thus continued his diſ- 
courſe: © Some very important reaſons. 
e oblige the father and mother of this 
« helpleſs innocent to conceal its birth 
* during a few years; they have choſen 
you for its guardian, on account of the: 
cc No . N reputation you enjoy of ho- 
oe... noup 
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ec nour and probity; the thouſand piſtoles 
ce are to defray the expences of the firſt 
« years of her education; they will not 
give you time to expend any thing of 
es your own, as they will claim her long 
cc before ſhe can become a burthen 8 
ce you, or they will remit the neceſſary 
e ſums, ſhould they unfortunately be 
Le obliged to conceal her ſtill.”* Mr. D. 
extremely ſurpriſed at this adventure, hefi- 
tated whether he ſhould accept the truſt, 
telling the young man, that a nurſe could 
eaſily be found very capable of taking 
care of the child, and of keeping the ſe- 
cret; that a diſcovery would be leſs hazar- 
dous among the peaſants than in his 
houſe, every tranſaction of which muſt be 
known to his neighbours, and that he 
could not pretend to paſs off the child as 
his own, being in expectation of ſoon be- 
coming a Tawful father; but the ſtranger 
Was fo ardent in his prayers, and conjured 
him not to plunge him into the horrors of 
* by his refuſal, that at length Mr. 
| Daintree's 
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Daintree's ſenſibility engaged him to con- 
ſent; but he could not forbear imparting 
his ſuſpicions to the young man, that him- 
ſelf was the father of the child; © 1 do not 
« deny it,“ he replied, with a ſigh, © that 
ce infant is dear to me, beyond expreſſion, 
ce as the pledge of my union with the beſtof 
ce women; but we are both under age, and 
« therefore gannot invalidate our claims 
te upon an eſtate conſiderable enough to 
« juſtify the cruel myſtery we make of our 
te connection. I know well that I could have 
« found a ſafe nurſe for my daughter, but 
« the apprehenſion of her being brought 
« up in ignorance and immorality, and 
ce not taken proper care of by thoſe, who 
could not have formed a probable con- 
c jecture regarding her birth, made me de- 
< termine to place her with a perſon, who, | 
c having her educated under his name (if 
_ © poffible) and protection, could thereby 
© defeat the importunate curioſity of a 
1 cenſorious world: being entirely un- 
| " known 
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« known to you, I reſolved to dilguite 
« myſelf in this manner, and convey the 
© beloved charge. Your country helped 
* to fix my choice, as an Engliſhman can- 
not betray a ſecret, or act contrary to 
ce the dictates of truth and juſtice.” Mr. 
Daintree ſmiled at the well turned com- 
pliment, commended his prudence in not 
riſking the formation of his child's prin- 
ciples in the hands of an illiterate nurſe; 
aſſured him he would conſcientiouſly 
diſcharge his duty to the little baby, and 
| begged, as a farther proof of his confi- 
dence, that he would finiſh the diſcovery 
of himſelf, as in caſe any unfortunate ac- 
cident deprived him of life, his daughter 
might for ever remain in a ſituation ſo 
_ infinitely inferior to her birth-right. All 
his arguments were fruitleſs; the ſtranger 
promiſed to ſee him again in ſix months, 
as a long journey he was obliged to pere> 4 
form would prevent his returning ſooner. . 5 
He then took leave of Mr. D. with the 


moſt unfeigned tears of gratitude and 
DEED eſteem; 3 


2 
3 
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eſteem; he was no ſooner gone, than Mrs. 
Daintree was made acquainted with every 


_ circumſtance of ſo extraordinary an adven- 


ture, who, upon ſearching the baſket, found 
a paper ſimply ſaying, 'that the infant had 
been baptized by the name of Laura; a 


thouſand inexpreſlible feelings at once af- 
fected the ſenſible mind of Mrs. D. as 
the attentively conſidered the feet inno- 


cent, who, fortunately, was wrapt in a 
profound ſleep. © Yes, my love,” ſhe 
exclaimed, I will be your mother, per- 
« haps the kind hand of Providence has 


e ſent you to ſupply the place of the child 
* bear; but if that fees light, and you 


ce both live, T will not ſuffer an unjuſt 
< preference to influence my conduct to- 


« wards either. I am waſting precious 


«© moments; do, my dear Mr. Daintree, 


8 « go. and ſeek for a nurſe; if the child 

. wakes, it will immediately require ſome” 
« ſuſtenance, and in your abſence I will 
5 n it and en of ſome plauſible | 


c ſtory 


(6). 


« ſtory to deceive the prying eyes of our. 
* neighbours.” A proper perſon to take 
care of the child was ſoon found, and its. 
new protectors determined to mention it 
to a few of their particular acquaintance, | 
as the offspring of an Engliſh woman, 
who was ſuddenly delivered at Lyons, as 
ſhe was travelling to ſome diſtant pro- 
vince, and had died before ſhe could give 
any account of herſelf; her ſervants had 
ſent to Mr. D. who readily undertook 
the charge of an helpleſs orphan, whoſe 
claims upon his charity, the amor patria 
ſtrongly urged; ' to make the ſtory the 
more probable, the ſervants were ſaid to 
be all foreigners, ignorant of the place 
they were going to, and unable to pro- 
nounce their miſtreſs's name. Mr. and 
Mrs. Daintree declared their reſolution of 
educating the little Laura as their niece, 
and begged thoſe friends, whom they en- 
truſted with the ſuppoſed circumſtances of 
her birth to preſerve the ſecret inviolate, 
and never, at any future period, to inform 
| 1 her 
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der of if. Some ſew days: er thik event, 2 
| Mrs. D. again miſcarried; it was not till 
five years, ſubſequent to this period I 
am ſpeaking of, that Mrs. D. preſented her 
hufband with a fine little girl. The two 
children were uniformly treated with the 
ſame tenderneſs, and equally inſtructed 
(as far as the difference of age would ad- 
mit) in every neceſſary and ornamental 
part of education. Thus paſſed the firſt 
ſeventeen years of Laura's life, with the 
moſt anxious application on her part to 
improve in every accompliſhment, for the 
double ſatisfaction of improving the 
young Caroline; in all this time not one 
word of the ſtranger. Mr. Daintree at 
length gave up all hopes, and eaſily con- 
ſoled himſelf by the proſpect of always 
keeping Laura with him; but at her age he 
did not think it juſt to conceal from her 
the peculiar nature of her connection with 
his family; therefore, aſter many debates 
with himſelf, in manner to touch the ſub- 
ject, fo as to reſpect the ſenſibility of his 
| ' ward, 


— 
& 


0 


ward, he diſcloſed every cireumſtance to 5 
her: my friend's feelings can be more 
eaſily imagined than deſcribed—ſhe can- 


not now recollect the ſenſations ſhe ex- 


| perienced at the moment without tears; | 


what a horrid certainty was I then made ac- 


quainted with! She ſays, inſtead of believ- 
ing myſelf the niece of a reſpectable man, | 


for whom I indulge the moſt approved 
eſteem and veneration, I am reduced to 
the cruel alternative of either ſuppoſing 


my natural parents deprived of life, and 


leaving me for ever an alien from ſociety ; 


or what is a ſtill more agoniſing thought, 


muſt conclude myſelf to be the offspring 
-of a youthful vicious paſſion; that my 


exiſtence is forgotten, or was it known, 


would be curſed. I endeavour to diſſi- 
pate theſe gloomy apprehenſions, and 


_ gently to inculcate that pious truſt in 


Providence, which you, my deareſt mo- 
ther, have ever recommended as the beſt 


remedy for woe: but, to finiſh my narra- 


tive, the kind aſſiduity of her friends, in 
| a a ſhort 


1 


ay 


. 
5 a mort time reſtored Laura's health, 
Which had greatly ſuffered by the conflict 
of her mind; when the painful diſcovery + 
was made, ſhe recovered a degree of 
calmneſs and reſignation, which was plainly - 
the effects of a ſuperior underſtanding; 
every poſſible inquiry was again made at 
her deſire, attended with ſimilar. ill ſuc- =] 
ceſs; in the mean time Mr. Daintree re. 
ceived letters from England, requiring his 
preſence there, to ſettle the affairs of a 
brother who was lately dead, and had left 
him executor to his will, and guardian to 
his children: it immediately occurred to 
him, that it was impoffible for him to in- 
troduce Laura, as his niece, into his own 
family, where the deception muſt be ſo 
eaſily found out; and to wound her ſo 
7 anhſd her misfortune, was 
a meaſure totally repugnant to his nature; 
the parting with her would be dreadful, 
not only on his account, but for his wife 
and daughter, who idolized their compa- 


nion, yet it was the only rational plan: 1 
| Laura : 


672) 
Laura readily complied with her benefac- 
tor's propoſal of placing her in a convent 
till his return, and gratefully acknow- 
ledged his parental attention to her peace 
and comfort. This retreat was fixed upon 
from the amiable character of its abbeſs, 
added to the wholeſomeneſs of the air, as 
Laura's health is ſadly impaired by her 
mental anxiety; I believe ſhe feels herſelf —= 
tolerably eaſy here, and expreſſes herſelf 
highly gratified by the affectionate ſoliciv- 
tude of Madame C ouval, and of every one 
in this houſe. It is impoſhble to refuſe 
her attention, ſhe is ſo mild and engaging, 
very diffident of herſelf, yet evidently poſ- 
ſeſſed of uncommon merit. The Dain- 
trees travelled ſlowly from Lyons to 
Kb. Calais, in hopes of amuſing their Caroline, 
= who ſuffered inconceivably at the neceſ- 
== ſary ſeparation; they are by this time 
== landed in Great Britain, from whence they 
mean to return as ſoon as his bulſineſs 
% uin permit. Caroline has never been 
yh Ti = "preſented to any of her Engliſh relations; 
1 | 5 Laura 
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Laura deſcribes her as a lovely, apc 
pliſhed girl, juſt ſixteen, extremely lively, 


as I judge from the ſtyle of her letters ; 


the new ſcenes ſhe will be engaged in, 


may, therefore, be amuſing, and eſſentially 
ſerviceable to the penſive Laura, whom 


J hope, ere long, to introduce to my be- 


loved mother. Adieu adieu! this 
pleaſing proſpect makes every nerve vi- 


brate with joy I check the effuſions of 
my heart, as I have already tired you. 


One line more of affectionate remem- 
brance to my father, and the dear chil- 


dren! | 5 
ApzLaiDy DE Sr. Croix. 


D _ : Cana 
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CAROLINE t0 LAURA. 


N Bxr ORE I give you an account of our 


journeyings hither, my deareſt Laura, I 
muſt tell you how we are actually ſituated 
in London, and juft ſketch the outlines 


of my relations characters, that you may 


be a little preſent with us in idea, among 


them. 


- 1 WV we lodged in a very comfortable 
ſmall houſe, in Conduit-ſtreet, quite a 


_ centrical poſition for all the gaieties of 


the metropolis. My aunt lives in Berk- 


- tey-ſquare, the diſtance you will ſee by 


the accompanying plan of London, is not 


conſiderable. Lady Daintree, jo whom 


la mia madre and myſelf were preſented the 
morning after our-arrival, appears to be 


inſufferably volatile, and does not, in any 


ſhape, correſpond with my notions of a 


perſon whoſe neareſt connection has fo 


lately 


5 | 


E 


lately been diſſolved: her dreſs is far 
from being characteriſtic of her widowed 


ſtate; a black cloth capot, with a beaver 
hat, decorated by a plume of feathers and 


a feather border, is, ſurely, different from 
the dreſs called weeds ; however, if ſhe 


does not feel her loſs, I give her credit 
for her honeſty ; her ladyſhip 1s generally 
acknowledged to be a woman of infinite 


taſte, and is perfectly 7on/h in her man- 


ners and ſentiments ; her perſon is grace- 


ful, though, I ſhould ſuppoſe her turned 


of forty, if ſo ſhocking an opinion may 
be infinuated. Her daughter, Fanny, is 
- nearly of my ſtanding, but yet not allowed 
to appear, excepting in mere family par- 


ties. My mother aſked her to go with 
us to the Opera laſt night, which was 
peremptorily refuſed; however, my 
father gives us hopes of prevailing in 
future, as he is reſolved to exert his au- 


thority as guardian, entre nous, 1 fear, Ia 


Veuve will give him trouble enough in 
ſettling the affairs, which I ſhall ſadly la- 
D 2 T "IN "my, ; 2 EE 


=: WY 
ment, as prolongine our detention from 


my Laura, to proceed in my portraits, 
Fanny pleaſes us much; her behaviour is 


extremely engaging, timid, mes tres 


maniere ; ſhe ſenſibly feels the loſs of her f 
father, and ſeems as much hurt at her 
mother's abſurdities. The young Sir 


Charles is a good-humoured, civil youth; 


I have ſeen but little of him, but that 


little has prejudiced me in his favour; he 
belongs to Cambridge Univerſity: his 


brother Edward is ſtill at Eton School— | 
he is not more than fourteen, Now - M 
will give you our route from Dover, re- 


wiſed and correcled, con  fretta—the day of 


our landing (after a ſmooth paſſage) 


ve ampſed ourſelves in climbing the 
noble hills, which cominand a moſt exten- 
five and beautiful proſpect; the evening 


was paſſed in ſauntering on the pier, 
charmed with the variety of objects, and 


the cheerful looks of the common people. 
The next morning we ſaw the Caſtle and 


Rope-walks ; ; there are ſome other incon- 
. ſiderable, 


7 
0 


( 1 


| fiderable manufactories carried on at 
Dover, as one of ſacking, &c. but our 
Ciceroni did not recommend our ſeeing 
them. The town conſiſts of four long 
narrow ſtreets, with numberleſs croſs- 
ſtreets ; it was formerly walled, and had 
ten gates, only three are now remaining, 
much out of repair ; ſeven churches are 
likewiſe ſpoken of—there are, at this day, 
two in the town, (one of them the cathe- 
dral) and one in the caſtle; the houſes, 
of which there are about five hundred, are 
in general low, ſome built of brick, but 
chiefly of flint-ſtone. When we were in 
the caſtle, de Saur reminded me of the 


reception which our favorite, le Duke de 


Sully, had met with, the firſt time of 
landing at Dover, to confer with Queen 
Elizabeth ; we likewiſe remembered, the 
Engliſh then appeared to him leſs gui- 
vive and unreaſonable. Our, firſt bait, 
after Dover, was at the renowned city of 
Canterbury, famous for the ſhrine of 
Thomas a Becket; it may yet boaſt the 
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remains of many antiquities, chiefly Ro- 


man. The cathedral is a ſuperb ſtructure; 
beſides which, there are fourteen pariſh 


churches : it is a populous trading town, 


and has a good ſilk manufactory, which 
was introduced by the Walloons in the 


reign of Queen Elizabeth; you may 
imagine that we did not negle& the in- 


ſpection of it. Our gite was Rocheſter, 
which is ſeated on the river Medway, 
over which there is a handſome ſtone 
bridge; formerly, the caſtle rendered the 
town of great importance, it is now in 
ruins; and there are alſo ſome ruinous 


remains of a priory. There is a cathe- 


dral and three pariſh churches, and an 
alms-houſe, of a very ſingular inſtitution, 
for ſix poor travellers, who are ſupplied 
with a ſupper, a bed and breakfaſt, and 
four-pence, to carry them forward on 
their journey, but they are only admitted 
for one night. Our ſurvey of Rocheſter 
being finiſhed, we proceeded to Dartford, 
where we dined; the cultivation of the 
| | country, 
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country, on each ſide the road, is that of 


an extenſive garden; the pea and bean 


fields all in bloom, filled the air with their 
fragrance; and the ripening rye, con- 
traſted with the various green ſhades of 


wheat, oats, and barley, gave a beauti- 
fully variegated enamel to the ruſtic 


carpet. We got to London about ſeven 
o'clock; the road over Shooter's Hill 


and Black Heath is very pictureſque ; we 
entered the capital at a cheerful hour, as 
every one ſeemed in queſt of amuſement, 
either on foot, on horſeback, or in car- 


riages; a thouſand little benches were 
filled, at the door of every alehouſe, with 


happy beings, ſome ſmoaking, others 
ſinging, and tables ſpread before them 
with ſimple fare; in the back grounds 
were diſcovered many cricket and foot- 


ball parties, and now and then an eager _. 


boy running after a paper kite. 


Upon our arrival, my father went im⸗ | 


h mediately to Lady Daintree, wich Who 
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he ſupped; the next day was our inter- 
view, and in the evening we all (the tra- 
vellers, I mean) went to the Opera; it i 
was © Gli Shiavi per Amore, the muſic : 
pretty ; but I was more engaged by the 
novelty of the ſurrounding objects: the 
Opera Houſe is really beautiful, . ſo per- 
fectly uniform; the boxes can only be 
diſtinguiſhed by the difference of the 
ladies who occupy them; the ſeats in the 
pit are not well calculated for the preſent 
enlarged heads; we could ſeldom get a 
fight of the ſtage, conſequently, you will 
not expect a minute account of the dan- 
_ cers feats. 


I have been this morning to church 
with my couſins; the ſervice was per- 
formed, much to my ſatisfaction, by an 
excellent reader, and a moſt eloquent 
preacher ; and though it is faſhionable to 
declaim at the irreligion. of the age, I 
muſt own myſelf highly pleaſed with the 
| ener and devotion of the congregation. 

. e 9 


1 
Me are to dine in Berkeley Square, the 


two young men are likewiſe invited; I 


am perſuaded that Lady Daintree imagines 
that one of them is my deſtined lord, as 


without ſome plan of that kind, it is un- 


uſual for own relations to live on a friend- 


ly footing, as no Platonic intimacy can be 


tolerated here. Adieu, you ſhall have 
the account of our dize; no doubt her 
ladyſhip will flirt with -both the beaux, 
even at the hazard of ſpoiling my for- 
tune; do not condemn my ill- nature, a 
few hours will confirm or refute my. con- 
jectures. 


| Monday, 


It was as 1 ſurmiſed, my ſweet friend, 
Lady Daintree ſhowed herſelf the moſt 


finiſhed coquer in her” agraceries to the 


foreign beaux; I was angry with your 


inamorato for receiving them ſo coldly, 
enough to damp the courage of any wo- 


man'lefs perſevering than my fine aunt; 
| Ds Ar 
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d'Aſtree was more kind, and appeared 
. quite the man of taſte ; is dinner party \. 
conſiſted of aurſelves, a gentleman of the 
law, an old acquaintance of my father's. 
company was admitted in the evening; 
in genefal, the Engliſh ladies appear 
handſome and good-humoured, but 1 
have not formed a deeifive opinion of 
any in particular. We are to hear the re- 
hearſal of the muſic in Weſtminſter Ab- 
”  beyon Thurſday, and this time Fanny is 
permitted to accompany us, but when we 
can get tickets for the grand performance 
wee are forbid thinking of her. In about 
a fortnight de Saur and d'Aſtree talk of 
ſetting: out to a more extenſive ſurvey of 
England; we are confined by my father's 
buſineſs to this ſcene of diſſipation; but 
1 promiſe ourſetyes ſome few excurſions in 
| OTE Its environs as a compenſation : : I will 
Zo write again ſoon; and recollect, my an- 
b Selle friend, our anxiety to hear from 
vou. Adieu 5 adieu. 
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From 
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Hor the ſame. 


W, HAT can Geet your ach 


filence, my deareſt Laura? I almoſt fear 
you are incapacitated from writing by ill- 
neſs, but my father endeavours to relieve 


my fears by ſuggeſting the probability of 


letters miſcarrying ; do therefore double 


your diligence, and for once take a leſſon 


from your Caroline, who writes by every 
opportunity: you ſee I eaſily diſſipate 
my gloom, and take the fair fide of the 


proſpect, not to tire you by the indul- 
gence of my painful anxiety, as I have 


matter enough for many a page to tell you 


how we go on. In primis, our beaux are on 


the wing to gratify their reſtleſs curioſity ; 


they left us yeſterday, taking the Bath 


road, from whence they fly to the weſtern 


ſide of this lovely iſle, and calculate to 
rejoin us before our embarkation for the 


continent; 3 quel bonheur de vous revoir, 
D * 
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but alas! the time may yet be far diſtant; 
this tireſome aunt of mine is ſo fanciful, 
unaccommodating, and attached to her 
own prejudices, that my father has an ar- 
duous taſk to proceed in any ſhape, and 
to finiſh, will be a work of almoſt inſupe- 
Table difficulties; however, I think his 
- patience will be ſoon pouſſer 4 bout, and 
then farewel to her ladyſhip's caprices : 
poor Fanny is the moſt unhappy of 
daughters, being poſſeſſed of a ſenſibly de- 
licate mind, ſhe feels the want of mater- 
nal confidence and affection; as, except- 
ing when we are in Berkeley Square, ſhe 
is never ſuffered to appear, but confined _ 
to her own apartment, under the impe- 
rious ſway of a French maid, whoſe inſo- 
lence can only be equalled by her- ex- 
treme ignorance and vulgarity. Fanny's 
temper has ſweetneſs ſufficient to make 
her ſupport the accumulated provocations 
ſhe meets with from this deſpicable go- 
verneſs, and her love of ſtudy makes her 
en aſſiduous to profit by the inſtruc- 


Wt tions 
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tions of her maſters; as on this head 
Lady Daintree does not deſerve reproach, 
few young women can be more elegantly 
accompliſhed than my couſin, in muſic 
and painting ſhe excels, and her other 
maſters leave no reaſon to. complain of 
inattention to their precepts; but after 
all this, my dear Laura, how much has a 
mother to teach, which no one leſs inte- 
reſted can attempt ; we have experienced 
this judicious care, and may the Almighty 
reward our pious guide by every bleſſing! 


We have made excurſions to Windſor, 
Hampton Court, and many other ſuperb 
| palaces that cannot boaſt a royal maſter; 
but my deſcriptive talents on theſe ſub- 
jets muſt lay dormant, till I entruſt you 
with the inſpection of my porte-feuille, 
where is many a © wondrous ſcrap.” 
The commemoration of the immortal 
Handel, which we attended in Weſtmin- 
ſter Abbey, was a moſt delicious enter- 
tainment ; we fortunately procured tickets 
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N 
for the Meſſiah; you are ſufficiently ac- 
quainted with that Divine compoſition to 


imagine my feelings, at hearing it from 
an orcheſtra of above ſix hundred capital 


performers, whoſe various inſtruments 


produced a moſt exquiſite tone of perfect 


- uniſon ; it was inexpreſſibly affecting to all 


lovers of muſic; ſuch celeſtial feelings is 
truly the © luxury of tears.” ] ſend you 
by a private hand, a plan of the abbey or- 
cheſtra, oppoſite to which are the boxes-of 
the royal family; the directors of the 
performance; and the dignitaries of the 
church: during the pauſes, it was a ſatis- 
faction to me to conſider the mild expreſ- 
ſions of goodneſs, beaming in the eyes 
of the exalted patrons of Handel's works; 
I have that mixture of John Bulliſm and 
French peaſantry in me, that I look with 
a degree of enthuſiaſm at a ſovereign who 
has ſhewn us, that he regarded his ſub- 


Jects as fellow participators in the rights 


of humanity, not as ſlaves to his impera- 


— 


„ 

You will ſmile at the ſudden tranſi- 
tions in my letters from one ſubje& to 
another, forgetting that they are written 
piece-meal : ſuffer me then to ſtart a 
theme, wholly - foreign to its predeceſſor, 


by aſking, if you recbülckt in my letter 


from Paris, ſome inſtances of the ſcarcity 


of books in the middle age? reading an 


elegant hiſtorian this morning, I found 
another fact of a ſimilar nature, that I 
muſt ſteal for you. 


1 


« The Counteſs of So paid for a 
te copy of the Homilies of Haimon, bi- 


* ſhop of Halberſtadt, two hundred 
e ſheep, five quarters of wheat, and the 
« ſame quantity. of rye and mullet; the 
c price was ſo exceſlive, that people of 


> moderate eſtates could not afford to 
« purchaſe them.” 
by the expence of the materials for wri- 


ting upon, till the ele venth century, when 
Paper. was firſt made in the manner it now 


3 
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This 1s accounted for 
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is; before that time parchment was ſo 
ſcarce, that many a valuable work was 
eraſed, in order to write in its place ſome 
ſuperſtitious ritual or legendary tale; but 
where am I running to? I fear you will 
not admire my erudition, as it is copied 
verbatim. 


My father and mother continue à mer- 
veille; the latter would write, was I not 
ſo diffuſe in my narratives as to leave her 


little to ſay: do you ſubſcribe to this 


opinion? I ſuſpect not; you give me 


credit for beaucoup de griſfonage, mais 


tres peu de matiere. To let you a little 
into our ſecrets, if ſuch ſubjects are fit pe- 
ruſal for a ſolitary recluſe, I muſt tell 
you that I was laſt night at a bale d PAn- 
glaiſe; my expectations of amuſement 
were raiſed to the higheſt pitch, all the 
youthful, and indeed ſome of the aged of 
my acquaintance, talked of © a ball,” as 
a ſcene of the moſt complete delight; ſo 
animated, ſo enchanting; I went then 
=, | pare 
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pare de mon mieux, and with the utmoſt 
care, though artfully concealed under the 
appearance of an eaſy negligence; the 
lady of the houſe. introduced me to a.. 
ſmart petit freluque, with whom I was told 
to dance only two dances, as more would 
be particular, and contrary to the eſta- 
bliſhed etiquette. We were placed near 
the top, but ſo many civil people aſked 
me and my original neighbours to let 
them in, hoping they did not crowd us, 
and begging a thouſand pardons, that in- 
ſenſibly I was driven to the end of the 
ſet, which extended the whole length of a 
prodigious fine room, par conſequent, I 
was a full hour advancing progreſſively ſo. 
as to perform my part; during this in- 
terval, my Adonis tried to be agreeable, 
and might ſucceed in the eftimation of 
judges, but my ignorance of the many 
faſhionable fable phraſes he made uſe of, 
rendered our converſation ſomewhat em- 
barraſſed: however, to guard againſt this 
misfortune i in furure, 1 conſulted my dic- 


5 15 gau 
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tionary the moment I got home, but con- 
ceived my diſappointment at not finding 
any one of the pretty terms which gave 
ſuch an inexpreſſible on to my partner's 
diſcourſe, in either Johnſon, Chambers, 
or any Engliſh: lexicographer; and I am 
now reduced to the hope of information 
from my couſin Charles, who cannot 
have ſtudied to fo little purpoſe at Cam- 
bridge, as to heſitate at the meaning of 

bore, quiz, gig, and a thouſand et cæteras, 
as uſed as perſonal ſubſtantives, and eido- 
phuſicon, Alophuſicon, polygraphic, de- 
noting, I believe, places of entertain- 
ment, derived from the Greek; this 
Mews partiality for the ancient claſſics, as 
every herb- woman of Athens or Lacede- 
mon would underſtand this matter: but 
alas} neither myſelf nor the commonalty 
of this great city have ſtudied the Greek 


language; and how are we to chuſe aur 


recreations? Forgive my barbariſm, and 
take the finale of my. tedious tale: after 
the commendable perſeverance of moving 
3% 1908. 5 . ſtep 
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ſtep by ſtep to the top of 1. room, I ex- 
pected ample amends by the opportunity 
of exhibiting my beſt Pariſian graces; no 
end of mortifications ! only three couple 
continued ſtanding up to keep me in coun» 


tenance for a few flouriſhes ; my ſecond 
dance was equally amuling; after which, no 
one ſolicited the favour of my hand, and 
when the ſupper was announced, having 
no beau to contend for me, I was obliged 
to content myſelf with ſtanding to admire 
at a diſtance, the elegance of the decora- 
tions; ; voila Phiſtoire 1 


I have been "RITA nonſenſical and 

| loquacious ; wherefore, now adieu, my 

dear Laura, write ſoon to your devoted 
| n r. 


Ny father often complains 0 your 
filence towards him. 


o 
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The Count DE SAuR fo Mr. DAINTREE. 


Bath. 


Your commands, my dear Sir, were 


too flartering 42 mon amour propre, when 
you ordered me to give you an account of 


our tour, for me to. negle& them; the 
idea of being ſometimes preſent to your 


- agreeable ſociety when a letter reminds 
you of my exiſtence, and the wiſh to make 
our travelling obſervations ſerve as a ſup- 


plement to the inquiſitive Caroline's Jour- 
nal, will induce me to be moſt diligent in 
my ſearch of materials for this grateful 


taſk, truſting, that in return, you will in- 
dulge me with a word relative to my be- 
loved friend at St. Catherine's. Gracious 
Heaven protect her! and pne day unite 


us! forgive, my honoured Mentor, this 


involuntary prayer. Muſt the heart ever 
conceal its ſole paſſion and its darling 


* 
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hopes? Surely the humane candour of a 
man of ſenſe does not require this but 
enough! | 


# 
4 


We have been employed for five days 
in ſurveying this celebrated-mart-of-plea- 
ſure, for more, I believe, are attracted, 
hither by the love of amuſement, than 
obeying any requiſition from the goddeſs 
 Hygiz; her votaries, however, make-no 


inconſiderable figure at the pump- room, 
wherel ſee many a worn- out frame receive 


ing the ſalubrious glaſs, which they truſt 
will reſtore that health, whoſe bleſſing 
they were inſenſible of, till their wanton 
| profuſion had ſquandered it ung 
away. 


The immediate entrance into Back i 18 
certainly unpleaſing; the beauties of che 


proſpect on either {ide the road, for a few ' 3 
miles previous to our view of the ſmoaky 
furnace, had impreſſed ſuch an idea of 


chat v we e felt a 


Je riant on our mi 29S, 
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tion of diſappointment, when in our way 
to the Bear inn, (which unluckily is ſitua- 


ted in the old part of the town) we only 
beheld narrow ſtreets, diſmal hbuſes, and 


every appearance of dirt and darkneſs: 


underſtand, my dear Sir, before you abſo- 
lutely condemn my taſte, for being ſo at 
variance with the received opinion of the 
world, that we got in entre chat & Bop. 
The next day we removed from this 


ſomb re ſejour to the York Hotel, a more 


airy abode, for the remainder of our ſtay. 
The upper, or rather new buildings have 
infinite: merit; the circus can boaſt of ad- 
mirable proportion in its fagades ; but the 
creſcent is a moſt noble pile of elegant ar- 


chitecture; the proſpect from thence is 
fine, and the air free from every ſteamy 
exhalation, or ſulphureous vapour. I have 
been very inquiſitive to procure inforfna- 


3 tion, regarding the probable cauſes of 


theſe wonderfully ſalubrious ſprings. 


Some chemical ſtuden ts, with whom 1 


Have had the honour ef converſing on the 
Nob: ſubject, 


— 


. 
ſubject, aſſure me that the Pyrites, which 
by analyzation, are proved to conſiſt of 
ſulphur and iron, laying in immenſe 
quantities beneath the ſoil of Bath, ſatu- 
rate the native ſprings, and thereby im- 
pregnate, and give them the warmth for 
which they are ſo highly celebrated; this 
account is ſo entirely coincident to every 
reaſon aſſigned for the merit of Chaly- 
beate and other rent, that I am r 
nne of its truth. 


; = e $ 3 * # 


I ane myſelf in * letter to a few 
more words on the charitable inſtitutions 
and police of this city, and then inform 
you of our excurſion to Briſtol; as for a 
hiſtory of the balls, rooms, parades, W 
lic breakfaſts, &c. &c. all of which we 
have punctually attended, I muſt refer * 
MM Caroline to that circumſtantial nar- 
rative called a Bath Guide, and after ſhe 
has ſufficiently ſtudied the tedious proſai- 
cal inſtructor, recommended, for her pe- 
ruſal, that inimitable Pert rm 


Aa . 
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Claſfical Bath Poet, it will pleaſe you 
likewiſe, though you may have been long . 
acquainted with its merits. N 


The magnificent hoſpital, for the re- 
ception of the poor invalids alone, whoſe 
caſe require theſe waters, is an inſtitution 
as ſingular as humane; ſuch erections are 
the greateſt ornament of a poliſhed nation, 
and is unqueſtionably the moſt acceptable 
to our Maker, by diffuſing the means of 
thoſe bleſſings which we ourſelves have 

received. The abbey church is a build- 
ing of ancient ſtate, it contains ſome hand- 
ſome monuments, but is little frequented, 
in compariſon with the more modern 
churches, which excel it in-warmth and 
convenience; the cathedral fervice is 

chiefly ſaid, and with a good organ has a 

fine effect; the octagon chapel is ſup! or 

to moſt in this particular. 


Ihe police is uncommonly well regula- 
ted, and does honour to the magiſtrates, 
OS 7 who 
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who are elected annually to preſerye order 
and decency; no beggars to impoſe on 
the credulity, or weary the patience of 
paſſengers, and appropriate that bounty 
| which ſhould be beſtowed onthe ſilent but 
more diſtreſſed labourer, who, worn out 
by the infirmities of age, is aſhamed to 
aſk that boon his virtues claim. 


We paſſed two days at Briſtol, and were 
highly gratified by the ſight of that com- 
mercial port. The trade carried on there 
is aſtoniſhing ; two thouſand ſhips, it is 
eſtimated, are ſent annually to different 
parts from the Briſtol harbour. We 
thſpefted the principal manufactures; 

here are no leſs than fifteen glaſs-houſeg—e 
one was enough to ſatisfy our curioſity. 
The woollen manufacture carried on by 
the F rench refugees | is well encouraged. 
Many of the churches are fine; the ca- 
thedral ſtands on the College green, from 
whence one commands a delightful view _ 
over the city and port: che quay is on the 
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river Severn, a little above its 1 uence 


with the Avon: the country ſurrounding 
Briſtol is romantic, the air healthful, and 


tte climate mild; which accounts for the 


reſort of valetudinarians to its famous 
wells: the water has a pleaſing acidulous 
taſte, and cannot be claſſed among the 
meaner of diſguſting preſcriptions, which 
many are ſent in queſt of by the learned 
ſons of Eſculapius. | 


The Marquis deſires his beſt remem- 
Srance to you and yours, my dear Sir, 
his purſuit of amuſement being more ac- 
tive than mine, you will pardon his having 
made over to me the ſecretorial employ- 


{oF ment. Accepting my ſincere prayers for 


Jer health, Allow me to ſubſcribe myſelf 
Tour obliged 


Hu mble S ervant, 


Dx Sauk. 


Bom 
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From the Same. 


Weymouth 


Wr arrived how: JE AY my Abs 
Sir, taking our route from Bath, through 
Saliſbury, the principal city of Wilt- 
ſhire, | 55 


To get out of the ſteaming atmoſphere 
of Bath one aſcends ſtupendous hills; 
every traveller, upon his firſt emerging, 
muſt be pleaſed with the” pictureſſue. 
Imagine the road winding to a conſide- 
rable diſtance, in the center of an ama oh 
aing bank; on one ſide it riſes like a roet + 
to obſtruct the view, and on the ther e 
ſee a flat highly cultivated, many feet 
below the level of the road; the bank is 
chiefly compoſed of chalk and flint-ſtone, 
forming in places imaginary caverns and 
curious pillars ; the flint is made uſe of to 
mend the roads, being previouſly broken. Bs 
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and, Ukewiſe, as 3 to 13 t of the 

fields; theſe ſtones are piled to the height 5 

of about three feet or more without any 

. gement: in time they acquire a very ſuffi- 

eleènt power of reſiſtance, by the moſs and 
dirt, which inſenſibly fill up the inter- 

ſtices and unites the whole. Such fences 
are by no means ornamental to the paſ- 

- ſage, as they give an idea of barrenneſs. 
For ſome mules beyond Bath the country 
is prettily diverſified, hills and dales thrown 
into beautiful diſorder. Near Warminſter 
the foil is rich, and I am told, grows ſu- 

perior wheat; the farmers in general look 
opulent and happy. We ſlept two nights at 
Saliſbury; the town amuſed us for ſome 
hours; its cathedral is ſuperb; our guide 
gave us the traditional narrative of its ha- 
ving been erected at the expence of ſome 
maiden ladies in a fit of devotion, or a 
with to adorn their natal ſpot; of courſe. 
the ſtructure could not be completed in 
their days, but their piety provided a fund 
for the purpoſe. Will Miſs Caroline be- 

lieve 
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lieve there are as many doors in this ca- 
thedral as months in a year, windows as 
weeks, panes of glaſs as minutes, and * * * 
* * * perte ma memoire as ſeconds ; and I 
forgot, as many chapels as hours? Will 
ſhe too forgive me, who am a lover of 
truth, for not having verified or confuted 
this important point by actual experiment? 
We went to ſee Wilton, the ſeat of the 
Earl of Pembroke, renowned for its valu- 
able ſtatues, &c. among others I expected 


to have ſeen the Aretino, which certainly is 


not at preſent in the collection, and I am 
inclined to think my informer knew little 


of the matter when he named it. I ſhall _. 


N x N * 7 l 
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not enlarge on the ſubject of Wilton, as 
my catalogue will tell you more in half 


an hour, than the moſt laborious efforts 


of my pen could do in a week. Wo in- 
ſpected the wondei ful heap of ſtones, cal- 
led Stonehenge, ſituated fix miles north 


of Saliſbury, and are as much puzzled as 


any others to account for its poſition; in 


the midſt of an extenſive plain, it ay: Wy 
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of many large blocks, placed in various 


directions; ſome ſerve as props to ſtones 


apparently more bulky than themſelves, , 
which lie horizontally ; others have the 
form of an inclined plane; the whole has 
a Circular appearance, from whence ariſes 


the ſuppoſition of its having been a 


Druid's temple: few believe the art of 
man could have raiſed the horizontal 
ſtones to the place they now occupy; but 


fince the travels of the huge pedeſtal of 
Peter the Great's Statue, every improve- 


ment of human ingenuity becomes more 


probable. I muſt not omit the recital of 
the origin of Stonehenge, as mentioned 
ſarcaſtically by a learned author. 


It was ſaid by the fablers of old, that 
certain giants brought the different parts 
of Stonehenge from the moſt fequeſtered 


deſerts of Africa, and placed them in Ire- 


land; every ſtone being waſhed with the 
Juice of herbs, and containing a medical 
power. Merlin, the magician, at the re- 
queſt of King _— tran; ported them 

from 


„ 
from Ireland, and erected them as a ſe- 
pulchral monument for the Britons trea- 
 cherouſly murdered by Hengiſt, in the 
plain of Ameſbury. 

Adieu, my dear Sir; 1 am interrupted, 
and therefore muſt defer my een of 
this place till my next. 


DE SavR, 
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Lavra to CD. 
Chateau de Vaudeville. 


WII. this date alarm you, my © 8 
Caroline, and make you accuſe me of an 
elopement from St. Catherine's? let me 
tell my ſtory, and thence draw your in- 
ference. Upon the return of Mr. and 
Mrs. de St. Croix from Verſailles, they 
came to their Adelaide, and added their 
requeſt to hers, that I would accompany 
them into Provence; Madame Couval 
inſiſted on my compliance, as ſhe politely 
ſaid, her abbey could not offer me any 
compenſation for the deprivation of my 
young friend's company; ſuch united ef- 
* forts to force me into a place highly con- 
ſonant to my own wiſhes, at length de- 
termined me to accept the propoſition, 
not without feeling ſome diſtreſs, however, 
at quitting the excellent abbeſs. Our 
| Journey had not any thing worth particu- 
larizing, 


a 


„ 

larizing, as Madame de St. Croix's im- 
patience to reviſit her penate gods pre- 
vented our viewing the antiquities or ma- 

nufactures that lay in our route, I ſhall 
be more circumſtantial in my account of 
this lovely ſpot; its beaut ies will juſtify a 
{ſmall ſhare of verboſity. The Chateau is 
ſituated on. a riſing eminence; the front 
commands a rich pictureſque landſcape, 
of which the principal fixtures are, the 
town of Hycres, to the ſouth weſt, about 
three miles diſtant; and to the eaſt one 
diſcovers the windings of a beautiful river, 
which diſcharges itſelf into the ocean; 
over it is a magnificent bridge, conſiſting 
of five arches, built of ſtone; if to theſe 
ſtriking objects, your. imagination adds 
the more ſimple decorations of fields 


in verdure, ſcattered trees, here and there Ty 

a coppice; many neat cottages ſending mr 
their curling ſmoak through the trees; 
and various herds of animals grazing, ou 


will form ſome idea of the fore-ground of 
| Vaudeville; ; immediately behind it riſes a 


Ty 


chick wood of conſiderable extent, beyond 
which is a fine open country highly culti- 
vated; the gardens are fine, but in the 
abſence of the family have been neceſſa- 
rily negle&ed. Monſieur de St. Croix, 
who is fond of all rural occupations, has 
Planned a thouſand improvements, which 
he means to ſuperintend; and, like the 
Roman dictator, will not dr{dain to lift the 
ſpade, after wielding the ſword, being. 
equally ready to lay it aſide at his coun- 
try's call, The high hedges and trifling 
. paſtures are to give place to handſome 
clumps, ſtanding on a well kept lawn, ſur- 
rounded by a plantation of flowering ſhrubs, 
in the Engliſh taſte; the potagerie too, will 
undergo ſome alteration, and be made more 
uſefully productive. Our ſociety conſiſts of 
Mr. and Mrs. de St. Croix, their Ade- 
laide, Henry and Louiſa, two engaging 
children; the one nine and the other 
ſeven years of age; a Mademoiſelle Ma- 
rouville, who is a moſt pleaſing ſenſible 
women, about thirty-ſeven; ; and your 
? 1 5 humble 


— 


C nr 7. 1 8 
humble ſervgat. We employ® ourſelves 
fully in walking, reading, and working 
alternately, and ee during the morn- 
ing; the evening is dedicated to muſic and 
converſation: M. de St. Croix performs on 
the violoncello in a ſuperior manner; Ma- 


demoiſelle de M. on the harp; and Ade- 


laide and myſelf occupy the harpſichord, 
and are, likewiſe, the vocal performers; 
in a word, we paſs our time delightfully, 
and are very happy in each other; were 
it not for one corroding thought, my 
actual eaſe would almoſt tempt me to 
fancy myſelf deſtined for future comforts; 
but alas! my Caroline, this for a wretched 


alien from every natural tye, would be 
criminal ſelf deception! Can I hope for 


permanent felicity on this ſide the grave? 


—No; but why do I repine, is happineſs 


here to be the lot of mortals? Forgive, 
my beleved friend, but I am incapable of 
writing longer; neither can I perform the 


duteous taſk of thanking my honoured 


| protectors for their thought of me; do 


Ed not 
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wor der Rem: call me mail nor do 


you condemn my weakneſs; adieu! Ade- 


laide perceives my tears, and inſiſts on my 


going in the garden with her kind atten- 


tive girl, 1 quit my other affectionate 
friend to allow you. 


J. Dax TREE to the Count D. SAUR. 


© London, 
My Drax CounT, 


I FEEL infinitely obliged by your ready 


compliance with my requeſt ; and as your 
laſt letter promiſes me a ſecond from. 
Weymouth, I underſtand your ſtay there 


will admit of your receiving my acknow- 
ledgements. Certainly the Marquis was 
acquainted with my inclinations when he 
named you his amanuenſis, for with the 


higheſt eſteem: for his good qualities, I 


ſtill muſt prefer his couſin's folidity in mat- 
ters of information; thank you again on 
this head for your indulgence to me, 


My occupations here do not leſſen; my 


eapricious ſiſter- in- law throws every diffi- 
eulty 1 in the way of concluding, but I do 
not give her hopes that my firmneſs of | 
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temper will be eaſily overcome; and 4 
very much apprehend the being obliged 
to take that cruelly deciſive ſtep, of with- 
drawing her children; a ſecond marriage 
may ſoon be thought of, and even in her 
widowed ſtate, her inconſiderate and in- 
human treatment of my niece diſtreſſes 
me beyond meaſure; you have ſeen 
enough to underſtand my meaning, and 
will, I doubt not, approve the «FH of 
taking Fanny into my family, till ſome 
more ſuitable eſtabliſhment preſents itſelf; 
her aunt will ſupply more than maternal 
cares, and Caroline will regard her with a 
ſiſter's love. 


Charles accompanies us to France 
whenſoe ver we can return thither, as he is 
now of an age to begin a tour of Europe, 
with the beſt founded hopes of an adequate 
improvement; I like his opening charac- 


ſtter, and look forward to the figure he 


may make among his contemporaries 


With a _ 8 ſolicitude; Edward remains 
at 


5 1 
# 


nn 


at ſchool, and unleſs Lady Daintree be- 
haves ſtill worſe than ſhe has yet done, 
I ſhall not deprive her of him allo, at the 
vacation times; though I believe my 


conduct would be juſtifiable were I to 


chuſe a more regular aſylum for him. 


Can ſuch beings exiſt as to make even 
their own children deſpiſe them? it is but 
too true, alas! and theſe are the baneful 


effects of that female vanity, which de- 


mands alone perſonal admiration : pardon 


me, my dear Count, for thus fatiguing 


you with the hiſtory of my cares; one 


word then of compenſation; your Laura 
has quitted St. Catherine's, and is gone 
to paſs a few weeks with an amiable fa- 
mily in their chateau: where that is ſitua- 
ted I ſhall not tell you, but like a gallant 


knight you ſet off inſtantly to throw 
yourſelf at her feet; do not blame my 
taciturnity as I tell you ſhe is well, 1 
cannot conclude with a more pleaſing. Ba- fr 


WI": 
2 
Yea 


( 11S d) 
ragraph, therefore, allow me, my dear Sir, 
1 to aſſure you that I am "ENT. 


1 My Your moſt faithful 
=] Humble ſervant, 
E. DainTREE, 


My wife and daughter deſire their 
compliments to the travellers, 
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| Weymouth, 


I HAVE. been ſo much engaged of 

late, my dear Sir, that I have been un- 
able to proceed in my journal ; and fear- 

ing an interruption, I ſhall haſten to 

give you an idea of our tour upon the - 
ſingular iſland of Portland. 


We rode over the ſands to the ferry- 
houſe, about two miles diſtant from 
Weymouth, and there croſſing the nar- 815 
row paſſage, we again mounted our nag, 1 1 


and proceeded over the Shingles to Che- e PT 


filton, leaving the Pebble Bank on our. 
right, which confines the weſtern ocean, 


aud on the left we ſaw Portland Caſtle, built 


by King Henry the Eightli; it is fill 
in good repair; oppoſite to it on the ſhore, 
near Weymouth, ſtands another old caſ-" 
tle, now in ruins. Cheſilton town ſtands 
at the bottom of a very ſteep hull, which 


* 898 
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is on the 15 entrance rn he iſland ; 
we aſcended on foot to inſpect a very 
large quarry of the indigenous ſtone, of 


which moſt of the houſes are built; St. 


Paul's church in London ſufficiently 
evinces the durability of this ſtone: in 
the quarry above - mentioned, I obſerved 
ſtratas of earth in an horizontal direction, 
inter ſecting deep rows of ſtone, here and 
there were roots and branches of trees, ſo 
petrified by time, that tradition aſcribes 
their unnatural poſition to the effects of 
the deluge. From the ſummit of this 
hill, we enjoyed a moſt beautiful view of 
the town beneath, gardens, and number- 
leſs ſmall fields divided by walls of ſtone, 


2 * like thoſe in Somerſet- 

b. thire,) with a find command of the weſ- 
tern ocean, the villages of Wyke, Ab- 
botſbury, Lynn, &c. and the coaſt of Dor- 


ſetſhire and Devonſhire; from thence 


Ve rode over the turf, interſperſed with 


corn fields, to the light houſes on the 


bott. welt 18 of the iſland, and then 
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1 wel a pleaſant route on the eaſtern ſide, 
which diſcovered to us many natural 
wonders awefully fine: ſuch as caverns 
in the rock forming lofty arches, others 
running deep under ground ; through 
one arch, which is a noble one, ſome wa- 
ter runs pellucid to the ſea, and when 
diſturbed in ſtormy weather, it boils up 
upon the land from a deep chaſm which 
owes its excavation to the violence of 
the ſtorms ; a little farther the rock has 
been torn into regular trenches,” which, 
remain bending towards the ſea, one 
within another, where the natives uſed to 
hide themſelves in troubled times. They 
have many local laws, ſuch as not ſuffer- 
ing a preſs-gang to enter the iſland, or 
allowing any of the inhabitants to inter- 
marry with Newlanders, as they denomi- 
nate all ſtrangers. When the father of 2 
family dies, his eſtate, like the demeſus 
of our firſt monarchs after Clovis, iS di- 
vided among his children; which accounts 
for the innumerable ſmall incloſures, ay. 
127 NN 
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each lot muſt be ſeparated from that ad- 


Joining by a © ſtone wall.” A conſide- wi 
rable quantity of corn is annually grown; | © 
the ſheep are ſmall, but excellent meat; " 
the fuel is either a ſoft kind of ftone, or hi 
£ dried cow- dung. 1 
. a | In 
= th 
There are ſeven villages, and a very bas 
: handſome modern church, which ſtands of 
in the center of the Iſland, and is a great 
ornament to it. I only ſaw one ſingle 
village that could boaſt of having the be- 0 
nefit of ſhade near it, and this was ſhel- I, 
tered by a number of trees, and is ſitu- 2 
ated in a bottom on the north-eaſt ſide; * 
here are the ruins of 4 caſtle, ſuppoſed to 91 
have been built previous to the æra of | as 
-Chriſtianity, anda church equally ruinous, Bo 
82 dated from the time of William Rufus; ye 
- 4 8 \ theſe ſtand on a rock cloſe to the ſea, the 7 
Volken fragments of which, am old 
arched gateway, a church-yard with c 
ſtone coffins and tombſtones, a fine clear 7 
ſpring, at the bottom of the rock, from = 


we” +» whence 


. 
| whence ſome children were fetching wa- 
ter in tubs, placing them on their heads, 
| perpetually aſcending and deſcending the 
ſteep ridge by worn ſteps leading to the 
village, formed a ſcene as romantic and 
intereſting as any I ever beheld; if to 
this you add the ſuperior tint of the ſet- 
ting ſun, ſinking in the immenſe expanſe 
of a ſea proſpect, . 


The 1 is populous, and its poſſeſ⸗ 
ſors are in general tall and well made; 
I obſerved a ſurpriſing ſimilitude in their 
features, which are handſome : it is fajd, 
| that formerly theywgvere as famous for 
ſlinging the deftrucive ſtone, as the an- 
cient inhabitants of the Baliares. But 
enough of inſulators, let me reconduct 
you to a 8 continent. 


Weymouth or n Melcombe Regis 
(for in the part fo called we live) is a 
moſt agreeable reſidence at this ſeaſon: 
there is always a good lociety, as many 
| „ fami- 


Ts 


families are wholly reſident here; and, 


among the chance votaries of pleaſure, 
one may meet with engaging acquain- 


_ tance, as we have fully experienced: 


notwithſtanding theſe allurements, and 
my avowed love of travelling, ſuffer me 
to own, my reſpected friend, that I feel 


an irreſiſtible impulſe to reviſit my native 


ſoil, believe me on the ſacred word of a 
man of honor, I will not attempt to ſee 


your angelic ward, till your perm * 
gives a ſanction. 


Laura inſiſted on my promiſe, and truſt, 
knows me too well to dread a breach of 


it; I hope ſhe is more happy with her 


new, unknown protectors, than if ſhe 


Had aſſured my happineſs. 


1 purpoſe going to my mother's houſe; 


her amiable character and exalted mind 


may, perhaps, enable me to conquer the 


uneaſy reſtleſſneſs which haunts me here. 


We 


ms pa. 


al ies 


F 


ton, and after ſeeing the Iſle of Wight, 


nies me till my embarkation, before that 
time you ſhall hear again from the 


( 19 ) FI 5 

We ſet out to-morrow for Southamp- 0 
intend croſſing to Portſmouth, as Dieppe 
is my object; d' Aſtreẽ kindly accompa- 


wretched, though grateful 
| Dx Sauz. 


(wo). 


CaROLINE fo LAURA. 
Tranks, my deareſt Laura, for 
pour portrait of Vaudeville; happy am 

J that you are ſo delightfully ſituated : 

Oh, may your forebodings of future 

comforts be completely realized ! ſuppreſs 
thoſe tears, my loved friend, conſider 
your health more than to give way to ſuch 
baneful forrow !—but enough. My fa- 

ther bids me give you the hiſtory of his 
proceedings for theſe laſt days. In a for- 
| mer letter I hinted at a proſpect of re- 
moving Fanny from her mother's roof; 
this ſtep was taken two days ſince. My 
father, hurt beyond meaſure at my aunt's 
2 abſurdities, reſolved to protect the chil- 
dren of his deceaſed brother, finding their 
mother incapable of . the important 
charge: accordingly, he waited upon 
Lady Daintree, and informed her of his 
intention of taking her daughter to live 
Air. I with | 


—— * 
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n 
with him, aſſigning reaſons that could 
not be very flattering to her haughty 
Ladyſhip. She at firſt gave way to a 
moſt violent paſſion of tears, but ſoon 
recovering herſelf —© Perhaps you judge 
right, Sir, as I am yet of an age to have 
children, and the firſt brood are always in 
the way; I ſuppoſe you know I am going 
to marry a charming fellow, Mr. Ber- 
noit”--< Good heavens! Madam, are you 
ſerious ? I aſſure you this matter is en- 
tirely new to me, and, for your own fake, 

I hope you jeſt: what, fo ſoon forget 
your former huſband, and marry an ad- 
venturer, who has only the moſt conſum- 
mate impudence, and an eaſy behaviour 
to recommend him! I have been often 
ſhocked ar ſeeing you flirt with him, and 
allowing the coxcomb to take liberties 
that women of delicacy would refuſe to a 
relative: it cannot be] you only wiſh to 
change the converſation X this idle ſug- 
be rota 
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er In my houſe, Sir, I will not ſuffer ſuch 


treatment, quit it inſtantly; am I not 


miſtreſs of myſelf? Had your brother 
confided in me, inſtead of leaving his 


children and property to ſuch a director, 


I might have been faichfut to his wart ; 
however, I am dat obliged to excuſe my 
motives to you. * As you appear really 
in earneſt, Lady Daintree, let me ſeriouſly 
tell you, that I will nor quit this houſe 

without my niece, as her mother is unfit 


to be truſted with her.“ Upon this, my 
father leſt her Lady ſhip in a fury, and ſtep- 


ping up ſtairs to Fanny, told, in a few 
words, what had paſſed, and deſiring, her 
to pack up her things as quick as poſſible, 


ſaid, he would wait to carry her to his 


houſe, which ſhe might, in future, call 


her houſe. Here ends my tale; Lady 


D aintree is ſoon to eſpouſe her gentle Co- 


rydon ; quel mdratre, my Laura! 


Our ſtay will be ſome what prolonged 


here, as my father wiſhes to finiſh the 


moſt. 


( 223 1 
moſt important parts of his truſt. Charles 


and Fanny are diſpoſed of for a time, as 

they go with us to Lyons. Edward, 
whom my father had thought of leaving 
at Eton for three years longer, has ſhewn 
an inclination for the military profeſſion, 
which makes it neceſſary to ſend him im- 
mediately to ſome foreign academy. This 
arrangement will occaſion ſome delay; 
but as, we hope, it will prevent the ne- 
ceſſity of more een calls to England 
il faut nous en cunſaloit. 130 9. 


De t and G Aſtree are aravelling at 
a great rate; the former is Journaliſt, 1 


would incloſe his agreeable letters for yout 55 
peruſal, had he not the preſumption off 


iometimes naming a lady, who might, 
perhaps, look indignant and nen me for 
e her . ene gripes” | 


— 


a is fo diſpiriced at ar mischer 8 


kind treatment, that ſne is almoſt con- 
nally in tears; I hope her W 


1 - F 
278 
A", 4 
, Cab ie 
1 5 
- 1 8 
2 . , . 44 * 9 4 
4 4 KIN 
2 Sr” 7 * 4 K's : a 4 uy 


Moth 4 U oa Sor 4: 
Es : och Dent + — xr = — S SR EA Iz . 
2 . 2 — — wp Lt n - — * 3 * oF = ror: : 2 —— — . - = 2 2 , . 
*. Pe l : 5 — —— - Og or ea . = 3 5 4 — = I 1 ä 2 — — — ——— — — — — — het n 
- b. p — Y 3 — * — 2 8 Cow”: by 9 r — - SW = \ 
* 1 8 8 . 2 5 b& 2 dy ER. AD I — Sr Ls. EE... —* * [TS —_— ALL 2 ry Su 
* . = A * 2 = , 8 8 * 8 2 = 2 A 8 : ba HE 4 PERTH - © Ea Sms. 
* 23 ID £4 RET n be For Ae ——— CHD, a = 2 — n 5 221 = + 
— — SD Dr 22 . — 5 882 C x — = >= 2 ry 
* n bas HINT 7 k e e 7, ee. > 
. IS 


——— — 
N 


— — —— — N 
D y Ee 
pe 


3+ 
a i . 39 
CTC 
n ry N a - I" $ 8 9 5 * n n Fa EE be a * N . % ” * 4 « RS 
$. % 
* . * 


. 
— * * 5.8 0 
* Wit 8 85 * 
7 TT. 
a 1 
3 


| (124 9 
return from Cambridge will reſtore her 


cheerfulneſs, as the moſt pleaſing friend- 


ſhip ſubſiſts between them. We took her 


to Ranelagh laſt night, by way of variety; 
the novelty of the ſcene ſeemed to amuſe 


her - by the bye, have I ever faid a word 
of that faſhionable lounge? (another quaint 
word). The building is a rotunda, and 
ſupported by one central pillar; the in- 


numerable lights, which are prettily diſ- 
poſed, have a ſingularly good effect; 


though the promenade, after a turn or 


two, I am apt to think becomes very en- 
nian; moſt young people, however, are 
olf a different opinion; I, therefore, im- 
pute my want of the true reliſh to the 

ſmallneſs of my acquaintance; for, cer- 
tainly, in a place where converſation, or 


rather the exchange of a bow or curtſey, 


and how do ye do,” appear to be the 
ſole buſineſs, the amuſement muſt wholly 


ene on one's knowledge of the com- 


pany. Of all the places of reſort in 
this great cy Wal 1 on that I am 


molt 


3 N 388) 
moſt pleaſed with Texier's Readings; 


I have heard him do ample juſtice to ſome 


of our admired Moliere's chef-d'auvres. 


Is it not a wonderful talent to offer ſq 


complete a deception, ſimply by the ma- 
nagement of the voice, that were the au- 
ditors to ſhut their eyes, I am perſuaded, 
from my own feelings, they would be 
convinced, at the concluſion of the piece, 
of having ſeen every actor in it perform 
their part in their peculiar character of 


countenance and dreſs? Texier reads 
over the dramatis perſona only twice, and 


without again naming any perſonage, 
makes one fully ſenſible of the different 


ſpeakers by the variation of his tone. We 
have been at both the great theatres; at 


their tragic and comic repreſentations, 
and have experienced infinite delight; 
but ſtill my vote of preference muſt be 


given to the Readings; I do not own this 


opinion here, leſt it ſhould incur the cen- 
ſure of Francomania. nk 


F 1 Adieu, 
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Adieu, I am going to aif in the Park; 
whar noble outlets are the two Parks fot 
fuch a populous metropolis—pardonnex 
ma chere amie et triſte verbiage. | 


LAURA 
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LAURA fo M. DatnTREE. 


You might juſtly accuſe me of ingra- 
titude for all your favors, my amiable 
benefactor, and particularly fo for being 
unmindful of your kindneſs in writing to 
me, did not the natural goodneſs of your 
heart ever incline you to take the moſt 
friendly ſide of an argument. I truſtmy 
_ apology will meet you, ere your anger 18 
kindled. | | 
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Tour jetter from Orleans alarmed me 
ſeriouſly, with the idea of your exerting - 
an authority; that, hitherto, I have re- 
ſpected as the mild emanation of ſuperior 
judgement; but in the caſe of obliging 
me to marry the Count de Saur, would 
have made me ſuffer a moſt cruel ordeal. 
Yes, my honored parent, I revere the 
claim you have on my implicit obedience, 
and never would I withhold it, were 1 
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not fully perſuaded that this once, your 
” fondneſs for me, and anxiety to ſecure my 
_ happineſs, mifleads your more diſpaſ- 
fionate reaſoning. I am not aſhamed to 
own, that I infinitely prefer de Saur; but, 
as I am circumſtanced, upon no conſi- 
deration would I accept his generous pro- 
poſals. My opinion 1 have heretofore 
fully explained to himſelf, and to you, 
my worthy protector: accuſe not that 
mind of obſtinate perverſeneſs, which is 
alone actuated by a ſenſe of honor, 
though deſtructive of i its * paſſion. fr 


a 


All this . have been written months 
ngo, you will ſay; true, my dear Sir, but 
hear me patiently. Dreading the aliena- 
ting your regard by my abſolute refuſal 
of complying with your wiſhes, and yet 
not fearing any unkind change in your 
conduct, I was apprehenſive that, at 
length, my reſolution might fail, when 
the entreaties of thoſe I mic eſteem add- 


| ing nee. to the deceitful language ſa 
tne 


129) 
the heart, left me moſt unguarded; feel - 
ing, too, a painful anxiety to relieve you 


tom the burthen of maintaining a deſti- 


tute orphan, I have been ſeeking for an 
aſylum that at once might obviate theſe 


; 2 e 


The excellent education 1 kad re- 
5 ceived from your bounty, places me 
above any ſervile or laborious occupa- 
tion; beſides, any degradation would be 
an offence to your exalted charity ; my 
inquiries have, therefore, been confined to 
the ſuitable ſtation of companion to any 
lady who reſided in the country: fortune 
has abundantly ſurpaſſed my hope of ſuc- 
ceſs; and an abode the moſt peaceful and 
reputable is now your Laura's. The 
Counteſs de Myrelle, who has taken me 
to live with her, is univerſally beloved; 
humane and generous, her character 
commands the general eſteem, and the 
trying misfortunes that, I am told, have 
3 her life, make her more 3 
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deſerving of reſpect, by the ſuperior cou- 
rage and pious reſignation which have ſo 
eminently diſtinguiſhed her; in a word, the 
moſt refined ſenſibility, united with the 
moſt approved fortitude, form the baſis 
of this charming woman's character. 1 
am not blinded by enthuſiaſm, my op1- 
nion receives the ſanction of Madame de 
Couval, and of the St. Croix family's 
experience; to theſe friends am I in- 
debted for my ſingular good fortune, and 
by the former, lady have I been directed 
in every ſtep. I truſt you will not diſap- 
prove of my conduct, or condemn the 
_ firſt action of my life that has not been 
determined by your previous concurrence. 
I could in no way ſubmit this point to 
your deciſion, knowing that liberal turn 
of mind which would make you unwil- 
lingly reſign to another the charge of a 
neceflitous being; bat allow me to ſug- 
geſt, that generoſity ſhould have its 
boundary, and your family might juſtly 
er N that — benevolence,” which 
1 beſtowed 


E 
beſtowed their rights on an alien. My 
deareſt Caroline is incapable of this mer- 
cenary temper; but are all formed in the 
mould of perfection? Excuſe to her my 
not writing at this time, as I wiſh her to 
be reconciled to my change of ſituation 
by your mediation; do not ſuffer the re- 
proaches of friendſhip (which, in its 


warmth, may ſometimes err) to wound 


the already ſorely wounded ſpirit. A 
thouſand fears oppreſs, and reeollection's 
_ cruel pangs diſtract me; &but,. I truſt, 


the conſcious ſenſe of virtue will ſupport 


me to the grave 


This letter my amiable, my reſpected, 
my adopted, mother, will read with you, 
and equally accept the grateful acknow- 
ledgements of unfeigned affection. May 


every gracious power protect my diſinte- 


reſted friends, is the earneſt prayer of 
LavRa. 
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E.. Madame de Myrelle i is yet unac- - 
quainted with my hiſtory. The good ab- 
beſs thought it more prudent to mention 
me as an orphan, whoſe parents had con- 
fſded to her care; by name, Maria 
| d' Alengon; direct therefore, as uſual, to 
St, Catherine”: = 


* 2 4” at 
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| The Count DE Sauk o Mr. DainTrREE. 


4 4 


P. ortſmouth 0 


Yo U will think us rapid in our move- 
ments, my dear Sir ; but before I account 
for theſe, let me apologize for the ſtrange 


concluſion of my laſt letter; not one 
word of thanks for the confidential ſtile in 


which you had written to me. I was ſoa 


_ wholly engroſſed with the idea of return- 
ing to the Continent, and again breathing 
the ſame air with Laura, that I was un 
mindful of every other good: and, ah! 
how inſufficient ſhall I find this boaſted 
gratification till the bleſſed moment of 
ſeeing her! A thouſand pardons—I am 
relapſing into the delicious but forbidden 
theme. After a compoſing walk J will 
reſume wy Pen. > Aro af 
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We got to Southampton the ſecond 
day of our quitting Weymouth, not 
being willing to hurry through ſo fine a 
country, as the road croſſes from Wim- 
borne to. Rumſey ; the view of the ſea 
and Ifle of Wight to our right, and a 
beautiful incloſed country to our left, was 
ſtriking. Southampton is a pretty town, 
ſeated on an arm of the ſea; the entrance 
at high tide muſt pleaſe every one; we 
took boat while our dinner was preparing, 
and went to the celebrated ruin of Nettley 
Abbey, and in the evening we croſſed to 
the Ifle of Wight: : we rode over this 
charming ſpot, en Tongue & en large, in 
three days. The ſoil is fruitful, and the 
inhabitants, ſenſible of this advantage, 
are too indolent in the proper cultivation 
of their land: the paſture for the ſheep is 
chiefly on a fine ridge of downs (or terre 
vierge » which we traverſed, enjoying an 
extenſive view of the majeſtic ocean, even 
to the coaſt of Normandy. | The nar- 


roweſt part of the Channel, at the weſt 
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04 of the iſland, is called the Needles; 
theſe conſiſt of immenſe ſtones which 
have aſſumed a ſpiral form, and appa- 
rently owe their detached poſition to the 
ſhock of an earthquake, as 5 they bear « evi- 
ity coaſt. The Ge of this ſmiling 
paradiſe 1 is Newport; about a mile mar 
is ſituated Cariſbrook C aſtle, formerly 
the priſon of King Charles the Firſt ; we' 
were ſhewn the window from which, his 
enemies fay, he attempted to make his 
eſcape: in the center of the walls there 
is a modern dwelling-houſe, which diſ- 
pleaſed my antique imagination, as; ex- 
cepting for this contradictory circum- 
ſtance, the illuſion of a moment could 
have made me live in times paſt with the 
unfortunate moharch, who ſo obſtinately 
perſiſted in arbitrary meaſures, unbe- 
coming the Sovereign of a free people; 
but would have been admirable in an 
oriental * t 108 eee 
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Portſmouth, and then I 
big 1 to England. The town, ſitu- 
ated on the Iſle of Portſea, is encom- 
paſſed by the ſea, excepting on the north 
ſide, where runs the river: the harbour 
is moſt commodious, and defended from 
all inſults by a numerous artillery, both 
on the ſea and land ſide: there are ſome 
of the fineſt dock. yards and magazines of 
naval ſtores in Europe; theſe engaged 

dur minuteſt attention, but are not matter 
for a letter ſubjects for future converſa- 


tions at Lyons (I truſt). 


To- morrow I embark for Dieppe, and 
ſhall proceed directly from thence to join 
my mother at Saur. 


Tou ſhall hear when I am fixed, my 
dear Sir ; in the mean time, accept my 
warmeſt thanks for your friendſhip and 
politeneſs towards me, and my hearty 
wiſhes for your continued health and ſatis- 
faction; may I again ſee you with her 1 

C's moſt 


1 
44 


( 
malt love! I depend on the prevalency 


of your interceſſions ; and let me intreat 
you not to forget our converſation and 


your promiſe at Nevers. 


D'Aftrees 1s going to Brighthelmſtone 
for a few weeks, and propoſes rejoining 
your family, previous to their farewel of 
London, May I hint, that he partici- 
pates, in a peculiar degree, in Miſs Fanny 
Daintree's diſtrefles, and earneſtly hopes. 
that you will receive her to a more ſuit- 
able aſylum ; I ſuſpect he will make Mifs. 
Caroline his confidential friend : perhaps 
he would blame my loquacity for diſ- 
cloſing thus much, but I think the idea * 
may not be unpleaſing to you. Once 
more adieu, my kind and worthy friend, 
commend me to Mrs. Daintree, and my 
Laura 8 fiſter ſpirit, . 
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St. Flour, 
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my dear friend, and took the poſt from 


ney, upwards of an hundred and twenty 
miles; this diſappointment may not, in 
fact, be amiſs, as, notwithſtanding my 


with the amiable Counteſs, I very much 
fear that my reſtleſs paſſion will not ſuffer 
me to be at peace; and, of all diſpoſitions, 
you know my averſion to a volatile one: 
iuch, d'Aſtree, are the ſad effects of love, 


doubt not; but may you never be ob- 
£8 8 | dd 
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0 In HAD a very good PST to Wer : 


. thence to my Chateau de Saur; upon 
my arrival there, not finding my mother, 
and learning that ſne was gone to her 
om jointure eſtate in Provence, I ſet out 
again, and am come thus far on my jour- 


preſent impatience to be quietly ſettled 


that you will feel a ſhare of its anxieties, I | 


„ 


1 1 
a 
ligen ig revere that rigid honor, that 
ys the E of oe of obtaining the 
2 pleti had my 
Livra Sed my hand, I could not 
have regarded her as the ſuperior being I 
now think her; and yet, would to heaven, 
I could prevail on her to recall the mr 
_— ſentence. | 


| You will affure Mr. Düne of bp 
ſafety; I cannot write to him now. I crofs 


a part of Languedoc, and getting to Arles 
in Provence, the route _ not be nn 
to Toulon. 


Adieu, ever faithfully yours, 56 | 


DE Sau. 


ein 
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Here I am, my dear de Saur as the 


firſt proof of the authenticity of your pro- 

| _ © Phecy; Brighthelmſtone, with all its I” 
= charms of company, diſſipation, and c 
= |. amuſement, could not detain me 2 10 
| week; me voici donc, paying my devoirs 
and endeavouring to poſſeſs the heart of ” 

he youthful Fanny before ſhe has leiſure P: 

to give it to another. It is an awkward 1 
ching to make a handſome young wo- 0 

man the confidant of one's paſſion for a 
another, and having g paſſed fo much time, 8 
expoſed to all the artillery of la belle Ca- < 
roline's charms, is it not a degradation 2 

of their all powerful influence to own =; 
3 myſelf ſubdued alone by a more recent 1 

| beauty? N";mporte, Caroline is not a mo- t 


dern Coquette, and will, I believe, ſin- N 
cerely 


1 
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ey rejoice at her couſin's ſucceſs ; 
though in truth, I almoſt dread Mr. 
Daintree's refuſal, as I have been wretch- 
edly imprudent ſince you left me de Saur. 
One fatal night, when a Bacchanalian re- 
vel had diſordered my reaſon, I was ſe- 
duced to the gaming table, and before I 
quitted it, plighted my honor for fifteen 
- hundred pounds; did all gameſters feel 
the pangs that I did, when waking the 
following noon I recollected my folly, 
tehy would not err ſo frequently to the 
utter ruin of their family and reputation; 
the ſum is not diſtreſſing in my preſent 
circumſtance, but the act is what ſhocks 
me with inexpreſſible compunction; and 
though I am firmly reſolved to be more 
a man in future, Mr. Daintree is not 
obliged to credit my word, as in caſe of 
failure, his niece's happineſs muſt be ine- 
vitably deſtroyed ; you, my good friend, 
will be ſurety for me, and till we meet, 
I will not name my paſſion to Mr. Dain- 
tree or his lovely ward, only Caroline 
ſhall 


( 42 ) 


ſhall know of it. Surely, my frignd, 
can the reſolute gambler ever reflect on 
the homage he owes his Creator? Does 

he give up one moment of his time to 
the duties that even his neighbour tre- 
quires of him? Is he not rather loſt to 
all ſenſe of virtue, alienated from his fa- 
mily, his friends, and every purpoſe of 
civil ſociety ? And, O heavens ! when he 
adds. that fin of inebriety to this. moſt 
heinous crime, what puniſhment does' he 
not deſerve? Truſt me, de Saur, I will 
never be guilty in this way again, 


Mr. D. and your friends here, deſire 
me to give their remembrance to you; 
we are happy you was ſafe ſo far as St. 
Flour. Give my affectionate reſpects to 

the Counteſs, and tell her alone my love 
for Fanny, as I am too highly indebted 
for her goodneſs to me, to take fo im- 
portant a ſtep as marrying without her 
entire approbation.— Adieu, write ſoon, 
Wer Tours, D'AsrRExE. 
I N. B. 


ö 


613 
N. B. I have got a draught on our 
banker at Paris, accepted for the £.1500, 
this to relieve your uneaſineſs for my 


credit—again let me entreat you to for- 


give my guilty imprudence. 


Ir avs. 


— 


— — 


| 
j 
: 
i 
| 
| 


— DIO Dy 


— ” 893 b 


. 
EEE - 


STE. 


Dx : — E 2 


* 


2 n 37 — 222 — 
. -S- + 7 S- LE TIER C X27. - 1 * OY 
5 af. AR: . N - IEEA. — - — 8 2 — : - — — 
WATT. PIPES, rA a I onde Ea 3 —— PFF r 3 dS. Tux SEDEILIIESRIER.N S. x. 
Eta r << 4.4 8 a $4 — - "2 a E FS ES <= — — AD? — — ER FEEL — = —— IL AT ERIC 


P n n 
* T I, Hs” . YE. Is 3 "4 wn 


— > 
rr 
— * 


88 


— 2. 


—— 


n 
r 


— — =_ _—_ 
Aur for rencls oe ee! an = 


ä * 


1ͤ ap ua + == 36; ils. 4 ” 
F n n 2 
P ; 
_ * Wan 9 2906. 044" ra 2 


— = 

- 75 
* * 
2 


22 
8 


— oi VE ae 4, 


U „ „„ 
== 4 <-_- «„ 
1 ar 3 6 


Wu, vou, my Fe Madam, for- 
give the aſſurance of an entire ſtranger ; 
but as authorized by our ſweet Laura, I 
cannot doubt your admiſſion of my 
claim on your attention. I know not in 
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Madeojell DE 87. Nom 70 Miſs Ca- 


* 


ROLINE Dar NTREE. 


2 


what manner to prepare you for the 
compoſed reception of the moſt delight- 
ful good news, but muſt at once tell you 
that Laura is no longer ignorant of her 
real parents, and has found her mother 


| in the Counteſs de Myrelle ; I will now 


explain this wonderful diſcovery as ſyſ- 
tematically as my exceſſive joy will per- 


mit me. Our friend had paſſed near a 
month with the Counteſs, owning her- 
ſelf moſt pleaſantly fituated, Madame de 


Myrelle on her part was no leſs charmed 


with her new companion ; but neither 
Had yet ventured to diſcloſe the peculia- 


I ities 


n 


rities of their reſpective hiſtories : yeſter- 


day, returning from their evening walk, 
a young man came towards them, and ſa- 
luting the Counteſs, was by her preſented 
to Laura as her ſon; in this ſtranger ſhe 
had diſcovered the Count de Saur; ima- 
gine his ſurpriſe at finding her under his 
mother's roof; one query naturally gave 
riſe to another, and Laura, to exculpate 
herſelf in the eyes of her protectrix, re- 
lated her ſtory, apologizing for not own- 


ing herſelf an alien upon entering into 


the family, from an apprehenſion that 


Madame de Myrelle might have ſcruples 


of taking her: in aſſuming a borrowed 
name, ſhe had acted by the advice of 


Madame Couval. The Counteſs Ws 
loſt in thought for a moment, at 1 | 


ſhe exclaimed, It can only be my daugh- 

ter; there cannot be two foundlings 

ſo preciſely circumſtanced have you 

uy paper Ves, the moiety of a let- 
er,—It is her, thank heaven! 


The 


710 
1 
1 
* 

/ 
MW 
d 
$ | 

11 
1'Þ} 
3 
15 4 

1 

* a 
1 

* jt 

F * 
$41 

we fs 

"0 

of, 

: 

f 

$ . 
1 
1 I by 

EY 
1 Hh 4 
| 

1 
1 4 

36 

: 

14 h 

4 

8 
is N 
165 
4 N 
4! 
Wo \' 
3 
1 
Ba 
* 
7 
” 1 
+ 4 * 
1 j 

K 
4 Y 4 
3 

11 

4% 

e 

7 „ 

1 — 4 
5 
4H 1 
op 
2" 
KY 
L 

* by 
{+ 
" *; 
''* 

7. 

T6 
"* 
- 

" 

+ 

'® 

* 

3 

3 
2 - 
1 

„ 

W - 

* 
2 
4 
* 
7 
ws * 
| _ 

Mah 
F 

* 

* 

* 

3 

' 
2 7 

. 

} 
is 
x 
* 

14 

. 

1 
» 

* 

* 


* = 
; 
| 
_— 
1 


2 9 


The Count interrupted their joyful 
emotions, by aſking in a faint voice—Is 
Laura then my ſiſter No, my dear 
Count, a nearer tie may now unite you 
with a parent's conſent; but ſuffer me to 
be alone for a few minutes; I vill meet 
e both in the library and ſatisfy you in 


every point. The Counteſs left them, 
and they remained without power of ut- 


terance, ſo deeply were they affected, till 
.a ſervant told them his lady waited tea. 
As ſoon as the attendants were diſmiſſed, 


ſhe told them it was time to divulge the 


ſecret of her life, and began the incloſed 
narrative, which Laura committed to pa- 


per before ſhe cloſed her eyes, every 
word being engraven on her mind; ſhe 


ſent for me this morning to witneſs her 
happineſs, and to write to you, my dear 


Miſs Daintree, a taſk ſhe is not ſuffici- 


ently compoſed to undertake; the no- 
Fyelty of the ſubject muſt make you par- 
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The Counteſs vs MyxELLI's Narrative. 


2 ADDRESSING herſelf to the Count de 


Saur, ſhe thus began; it is of fo much im- 
portance to you to know my ſercet, that T 


ſhould long ſince have confided it to your 


diſcretion, could the hopes of finding my 
Laura have forſaken me. 


— 


My parents, as you CR were noble; 


I loſt my father in my infancy, and re- 


mained under the protection of my mo- 
cher, the Marchioneſs Durnant, who was 
at that time young enough to have thought 
of a ſecond engagement, had not the love 
of independence outweighed the reaſons 
that might have influenced her; even 
with regard to me, as ſhe has told me 
ſince, that every one who propoſed to 
her had offered to adopt me; but ſhe ſo 


long avoided matrimony, that years being 
added to her indigence, there was no 
longer, 


(149 ). 


jonger reaſon to think of it. When her 


youth was gone, and the amuſements to 


which ſhe had devoted it were as naturally 


fled, repentance for not having provided 
in a better manner for my intereſts, took 


poſſeſſion of her mind. I was then of an 
age to be thought of, but having diſfipa- 
ted the very ſmall pittance my father had 


left, ſo that there ſcarcely remained ſuffi- 
cient to pay for my education, my mother 
found herſelf under the neceſſity of ſnun- 


ning the world as much as ſhe had for- 


merly ſought it, in order to ſpare herſelf 
the mortification of owning her misfor- 
tune. I muſt do her ample juſtice with re- 
gard to the pains ſhe took for my im- 


provement; nor did ſhe withhold any of 
the means that ſtill remained in her-. 
power; ſhe loved me paſſionately, which 
added to her regret at having rejected the 
advantages ſhe might have procured for 
me; I endeavoured to return her fondneſs 


by invariably practiſing the leſſons ſhe 


gave me. We lived in a very ſimple. 
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ſtyle; our domeſtics conſiſted of only two 
female ſervants, one of whom always ac- 
companied me, when I was obliged to go 
out, which happened but ſeldom, excep- 


ting to attend divine ſervice; this obſcure, 
retired life did not prevent the young 
Count de Myrelle from ſeeing and loving 
me; our houſe was adjoining to his fa- 
ther's ; he was informed of my name and 
quality,.though the report of our poverty, 


which was but too- prevalent, had hitherto 


prevented his being more particularly ac- 
quainted with us - curioſity induced him 
to ſpeak to me, in order to diſcover whether 
modeſty or conſcious deformity, was the 
reaſon of my ſo carefully holding down 
the veil, judging that politeneſs would 
oblige me to anſwer him. I was extremely 
ſurpriſed at the unexpected addreſs of a 
young man, one morning as I was re- 
turning from church, deeply revolving 


our chagrins, the ſervant with a voice of 


exultation told me, it was the Count de 


ä who aſked the honour of eſcor- 
ting 


( . 51 7 


ting me home, and that I muſt not re- 
fuſe him: thus authoriſed I accepted his 
offer; during our walk, he apologized for 
his intruſion into my acquaintance, but 
for ſuch near neighbours to be ſtrangers 


to each other was not in the juſt nature of 
things; upon lifting up my veil to reply, I 


thought he obſerved me with attention; 
on my part I was not leſs. inquiſitive ; 


alas! the ſcrutiny ended in our mutual 


attachment and inquiry. I believe po- 
verty and retirement by the habitual me- 


lancholy which it forms in a young mind, 


diſpoſed its affections to engage more 


readily, than do opulence and diſſipation; 
however, in any ſituation, the merits and 


graces which the Count diſcovered, even 


in a firſt interview, were quite ſufficient to 
juſtify a partiality: we both, from an ir- 
reſiſtible impulſe, exerted ourſelves to 


pleaſe, and full well ſucceeded. I deſired 


the Cdunt to fee my mother, that ſhe. 
might thank him for his politeneſs.— She 
received him with her accuſtomed eaſe, 

64 acquired 
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acquired by her knowledge of the world, 


ties: the Count, after the uſual compli- 
ments, expreſſed his wiſh to be upon a 


more friendly footing with us, and entreated 
the permiſſion to pay his devoirs to us 


ſometimes; my mother aſſured him, that 


in any ſituation but the one we were in, 


and frequenting the moſt poliſhed ſocie- | 


ſhe ſhould have been flattered by his at- 


tentions; as the caſe was, ſhe muſt decline 


the honour of receiving him, for not ad- 
mitting any one elſe; the excluſive ente, 


W 6 


his own good ſenſe muſt convince him 
was a favour improper to grant, occa- 


fionally converſing when he met me, was 


by no means to be objected to, as pro- 
priety to be eſteemed, ſhould not aſſume 


a ſavage garb; and people of quality cer- 


f de eachother reciprocal atten- 


tions. Her refuſal ſeemed highly morti- 
fying to the Count; he inſinuated, how 
ever, a diſtant hope that his future con- 


duct might induce her to revoke the 


1 ſentence; ſaying vin Na. e politely retired. 
n In a 


1 


In a life ſo uniform as ours, this little ad- 


venture was the thing moſt likely to en- 


gage our thoughts for many days— I own 
it wholly employed mine; my mother 


cautiouſſy avoided mentioning the ſubject 
till one night, calling me into her cloſet; 
« Emily, how did yon like our young in- 
« truder, the Count de Myrelle? ſpeak 
« candidly, and be aſſured of my friend- 


« ſhip;” Theſe words accompanying an 


encouraging ſmile, calmed in a moment 
the thouſand inexpreſſible emotions that at 


firſt agifated mei replied that the Count 


pleaſed me infinitely ;—<© Do you think 
« he received a ſimilar impreſſion?” e 
ec cannot very well, my dear Mama, pre- 
ee ſame to judge of the feelings of others, 
« finding ſo much difficulty in conſtruing 


«© my own.” —< I will gueſs for you-then, 


« my ſweet child, and tell you my ſenti- 


ments regarding the conduct I with you 
ce to purſue. And who is the Count de 
cc rl ? His father is one of the moſt 
"" |; 
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& 54 ) 
* opulent noblemen in Provence, and 
« of a character, cruel, vindictive, and 
i avaricious; but theſe vices would be 
< little to be feared, had he not the art 
© of concealing them under the ſpecious 
* maſk of honour and probity, which has. 


* fo far ſeduced the friendſhip of his ſu- 


< periors, that his merely requeſting a fa- 


vor is ſufficient for its being granted 
e at court; this makes him an enemy no» 


« leſs dangerous than implacable; the 
« ſon is the very reverſe of this portrait; 
« he ſecretly ſhudders at his father's faults ;. 
* but merit does not conſtitute indepen- 
c dency; and you will judge from the 
e ſketch have given you of the old Count, 
« that he will never {ſuffer his ſon 
to marry a young woman without for- 
tune; however, as ſuch opportunities 
«are rare, I am of opinion that the pre- 
e ſent one ſhould not be neglected. De 


«'Myrelle cannot be deprived of an in- 
_ « heritance that reverts to the Count 


de S as the neareſt heir of the colla- 
ce teral 


- 


6 


« teral branch, in caſe the old man Jew 
© without children. Our faithful Ann 


« has obſerved the Count following you 


« for near a month paſt whenever ſhe ac- 
* companied you to church; he will 
« ſoon, no doubt, declare himſelf if the 
 1mpreſſion is indelible, and will take 
e ſuch precautions, that we ſhall not have 


ce cauſe to apprehend the father's machi- 


nations; perhaps with prudence, and 
« aſſiſted by that providential hand which 
*« guides the unhappy, I may be fo bleſt 
ce as to ſecure an amiable and ſuitable 
« ſpouſe for you; all I require is your 


« entire confidence.” I thanked my mo- 
ther for her goodneſs, and promiſed the 
utmoſt ſincerity ;. from. this hour few days: 


paſt without an interview, that every time 
grew more intereſting; the Count at 


length told me, that if L would conſent to- 


his aſking my mother's approbation, he 
had the means of ſealing his faith, and 
making himſelf happy for life; a ſhort 


term of ſecrecy can ſurely be preſe erved, 
as it is in vain to ſolicit my father's com- 
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pliance, and therefore we muſt at wich- | 


out ing Pg: 


T his converſation J related to my mo- 


ther, who could not imagine by what 


method my lover had hopes of deceiving 
his Argus ; our doubts were ſoon refolved ; 
that evening the Count de Saur, your fa- 


ther, requeſted a private audience ; this 
viſit ſurpriſed us, as being related to the 


old Count de Myrelle, and his heir, in 
caſe of a failure of iſſue male, he was 


deeply intereſted in preventing the ſon's 
marrying; however, as his character was 


amiably contraſted with his couſin's, we 
had no uneafy apprehenſions: to abbre- 


Viate, the Count told mv mother, that 


notwithſtanding the difference in their age, 


he was moſt intimately acquainted with 


the younger de Myrelle. Judge of my 
fohdneſs for him, Madam, when I tell you 


that my earneſt prayers are addreſſed to 
that Power who has given me an infant ſon, 


. that he may, in Es point, reſemble my 


Pals * * 6 12 5 fr 

2 1 end ; 
s 'q * 

* 


FRF 
friend; from this your Ladyſhip will nor 
be ſurpriſed, that regardleſs of my own 
pecuniary intereſt, I ſhould be anxious to 

ſee de Myrelle engaged under Hymen's 
laws, and for him I am come to aſk your 
daughter's hand; he loves her with the 
ardour that characteriſes a permanent 
attachment, founded on the baſis "of 
eſteem, and which, therefore, has not 
made him blindly inſenſible to the conſe- 
quences of his choice ; he is ſo fully aware 
of them, and has reaſoned ſo properly 
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upon the ſubject, that it is needleſs to dle 


tempt combatting his*paſſion; indeed, the 
only objection one can offer, muſt proceed 
from an intereſted motive, unworthy 4 
| liberal mind, as he will poſſeſs a ſufficient 
competency at any rate; from this I have 
not heſitated to approve the pleaſure he 
will experience in aſſuring Mademoiſelle 
Durnant's independency, with this view 
I am come to propoſe a private marriage; 
my own notary ſhall draw the ſettle- 
n, which myſelf and the Marquis 
_—_ CO | 
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 TAftree will ſign, as we are ſole heirs of 
the Count's eſtate, which is ſtrictly en- 
tailed on us: the ceremony can be per- 


formed in my caſtle de Saur, and I will 
officiate as father and witneſs; by theſe 
precautions, we ſhall avoid the anger and 
eaprices of the elder de Myrelle. To this 
generous propoſal my mother could not 
offer the ſmalleſt objection, as her own 
zeputation was ſecured by che conſent of a 
part of the family ſo capable of ſupporting, 


> ker in caſe of future difficulties ; ſhe there- 
fore readily gave her approbation to the 


Count de Saur's ſcheme, thanking him at 


the ſame time for his diſintereſtedneſs,. 


with expreſſions of the moſt unfeigned 
admiration. I was ſoon made acquainted 
with their determination; my deſtined 


Lord was become too dear to me, for 


him to apprehend any oppoſition to his 


happineſs in which my own was ſo in- 
tumately concerned: it was agreed that 


my mother and I ſhould ſet out for the 


— de Saur the evening of the third 
1 day 


( 159 ) 


day after this converſation, without any 
ſuite; the young Count, in the mean 
time, was to tell his father that he was 
going to paſs a few days with the Count 


de Saur in the country, and that he ſhould 


accompany the Marquis d'Aſtree,, who 
was of the party. After our union my 
huſband was never to- attempt ſeeing me 
at home, but all our meetings were to be 
at the Count de Saur's, who alone, was to 
have the entree of my mother's houſe. 


Theſe plans were ſafely put into execution. 


as our retired way of living prevented: 
any obſervations on our proceedings, and 
| therefore it was eaſy for my mother 'to- 
conceal her abſence, by giving orders to 
our truſty Anne, that if any one inquired 
for us, ſhe was to ſay that I had the ſmall- 
pox, and conſequently my mother was not 
viſible. We accordingly went to the 
Chateau de Saur, where your father re- 
ceived us in the kindeſt manner; you was, 
at that time, my dear Count, ſcarcely four 


vears old, and was nurſing there ; 
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mother having "been dead about eleven 
months; from that moment I formed 


that tender regard for you, which can 
2 rn wy exiſtence, ; 


MY Uadeed de Myrelle and eee 
d' Aſtrẽe joined us the day following; and 
without unneceſſarily lengthening my nar- 
rative, I will ſimply tell you, that our 
marriage was celebrated as was projected, 
and the ſecret was ſo inviolably obſerved, 


that no one has ever entertained the moſt 


diſtant ſuſpicion of the tranſaction. We 
paſſed three weeks at Saur moſt delight- 
fully: your munificent father made me 


ſome ſuperb preſents, and gave me evi- 
dent proofs, at that time, of the unexam- 


pled probity which he profeſſed, and of 


which 1 have ſince fo fully experienced: 


the effects. My huſband and the Mar- 
quis d' Aſtrẽe often made little excurſions 


to town to fave appearances, and we, re- 


turned without any accident; the Count 
de Saur ſaw me regularly every day; and 


61629 


as it was known, that the young de My- 
relle frequently ſupped and flept at the 
Count's houſe, fince his being a widower 
his continuing to do ſo greatly facilitated 
our interviews. Six months paſſed in this 
tranquil way, at the end of which I found 
myſelf breeding; this circumſtance, which 
highly pleaſed - my.. ſpouſe, very much 
_ alarmed my mother, from the difficulty of 
_ concealing the birth of a child; however, 
as that period was far diſtant, - ſhe only 
thought of my health: I went out ſo ſel- 
dom, that no one perceived the change in 
my appearance. During this interval, the 
Marquis d'Aftree, having loſt his wife 


was obliged to go to Paris, where, dying 


himſelf ſome few days after his arrival, 
the Count de Saur was under the neceſſity 
of ſetting off immediately to take cogni- 
zance of the affairs that had required his 
brother's attendance, in order to provide 
for the intereſts of the young Marquis, his 


nephew, then an infant like you, only _.. 


four years old, to whom he was left guar- 
| dian; 
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dian; our ſorrows at parting with this va- 


able friend is inexpreſſible, de Myrelle 
and myſelf were for a time inconſolable, 


and though he aſſured us that his abſence 


would not exceed a month, the term ap- 
peared to us immeaſurable. I was dou- 
bly diſtreſſed, as the hour of my delivery 
approached, and war being declared, my 
huſband, who was the colonel of a regi- 


ment ordered upon ſervice, could not re- 


main long with me: however, we muſt 
ſubmit to our cruel deſtiny, and the 


8 Paris had nearly been fatal to both 
the brothers, our guardian angel fell dan- 


gerouſly ill; judge of our anxiety, my 
mother's terrors reſpecting my confine- 
ment increaſed, and a trifling adventiti- 
ous circumſtance completed our miſery. 


One day as I was coming out of church, 


a buſtle and confuſion having hindered 


my 


A 


8 


Count de Saur bid us adieu, ſtrenuouſly 
recommending the utmoſt caution in ſee- 


- pay \ 
bes ns 
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my cofliig the ſtreet, I fours myſelf be- 
tween two carriages, one of which was 
the Count de Myrelle's, in which was 
himſelf and his ſon; the latter, alarmed 
at my danger, forbid the coachman's ad- 
vancing; that attention making the old 
Count notice me, he aſked his ſon if he 
knew me“ No, my Lord, I do not, but 
any woman in ſuch a hazardous ſituation, / 
demands the, ſame degree of politeneſs, 
as one would naturally ſhow to an ac- 
quaintance: 1 believe, however, that the 
Lady is daughter to the Marchioneſs 
Durnant. Upon chis the elder” Count, 
opening the door of his coach,,. deſired; 
me to get in; my huſband jumping out, 
took my hand to aſſiſt me, and gently 
ſqueezing it, made me comprehend his 
wiſhes, that I ſhould accept the offer. I 
made the accuſtomed apologies; but the 
old Count inſiſted ſo. much on my com 
pliance, that I at length placed myſelf by 
his ſide; my de Myrelle was vis-d- vi, 
to me; but we were ſo guarded in our 

looks, 
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looks, that the old man had not an idea 
of our intelligence; he brought me to 
our door, and telling his ſon to return 
home, and that he would ſoon join him, 
he conducted me to my mother's apart- 


ment, wliom he politely complimented 
on the poſſeſſion of ſo charming a daugh- 


ter, and lamented her cruelty in having 


kept ſuch a treaſure ſo long Ehtieealcy; 
begging that he might 1 in future be per- 
mitted to participate in her felieity. This 
frolic ſpeech was of ſervice to my mo- 
ther, in giving her time to compoſe her- 
ſelf, as ſhe was ſo ſurpriſed at ſeeing the 
old Count de Myrelle in her houſe, and 
at hearing that I came home in his carri- 
age, that ſhe could with difficulty con- 
ceal her embarraſſment. I relieved her 


as ſoon as poſſible, by relating what had 


happened, and affecting to be but im- 
perfectly acquainted with the gentleman 
who had fo kindly taken care of me; 
the Marchioneſs conceiving at that mo- 
ment chat the young Count had thought 


i pro- 


— pp — — — — — — — — — 


— 
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proper to ſeize the opportunity of inſpi- 
ring his father with eſteem for me, and 


with a ſimilar idea, ſhe received him in 
the moſt obliging manner, thanking him 
for his attention, and added, though con- 
trary to her rule of not ſeeing any one, 
his viſits would always be an honor to 
her. He ſeemed delighted with the 


permiſſion ; and reſolved not to neglect 


the advantage of his vicinity, and after 
ſaying-many civil common place ching, 
he withdrew... | a 


I could not well determine whether 1 


ought to be pleaſed with this rencontre; 
the rough way in which the- old Count 
diſmiſſed his ſon at our door, hurt me 


much; however my huſband, whom 1 


met that night, removed in part my ap- 
prehenſion, by ſaying it was the maſt 
fortunate occurrence in our favour. I 
did my utmoſt to enter fully into his 
hopes, but a ſhort time convinced ys 
that they were too haſtily formed: the 


old 
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old Count ſeldom miſſed a day ſeeing us; 


'andas my ſituation made me grow hour- 
ly more unfit to appear with propriety, 


his preſence began to be inſufferably im- 


Portunate to us; and we were conſider- 


ing in what manner to make his viſits 


leſs frequent, when he paid us one from 
which I date all my ſubſequent misfor- 


tunes.—< I am come, ſaid he to my mo- 


ther, as he entered, to aſk you to unite 
our houſes under one roof, by receiving 
me as the huſband of your daughter : I 


love her with an ardent paſſion, and I 


have employed myſelf theſe laſt few days 
in examining thoroughly her diſpoſition 
and turn of mind, which appear calcu- 


lated to make me happy; you will ima- 


* 


gine that I have maturely deliberated on 


. 


the alliance, and am convinced the form- 
ing it will make the remainder of my 


life comfortable: I cannot injure my- ſon, 
as he is heir to a fortune independent of 


me; beſides, am I reſponſible to any 
ane for my conduct? I do not believe you 


will 


(nn 
will refuſe ſuch an advantageous propoſi- 
tion; even ſhould mine age be thought 
an obſtacle, my fortune will eaſily re- 
move it, and determine you to accept of 
me for your ſon-in-law.” I turned pale 
with horror at this diſcourſe; my mother 
was not leſs affected, but exerting her- 
ſelf to conceal her diſtreſs, ſhe thus re- 
plied: It is impoſſible to be more ſen- 
ſible than I am of the honor your Lord- 
ſhip does me, and it is with infinite cha- 
grin that I own myſelf under the neceſ- 
ſity of declining it, as my daughter is al- 
ready engaged by a promiſe of marriage 
to one at Lyons, which I am going to 
perform ſhortly.” This evaſion occurred 
to her as the moſt effectual means of 
checking the hopes of the old Count ; 
but, . contrary to her expectations, he 
flew into a violent paſſion, and ſaid ſhe 7 
might ſurely break her promiſe, in con- 
| ſequence of an offer like his, and then 


aſked the name and quality of the perſon 


whom the haſtily 8 to him.— 
The 
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The Marchioneſs excuſed herſelf, alledging 
that ſhe had engaged to keep the ſecret 
till after the ceremony, which, though a 
ridiculous condition, ſne would on no ac- 
count infringe. The Count became fu- 
rious at this declaration, and getting up, 


with anger in his very action, told my 
mother that he would find means of de- 
feating her projects, and of revenging 
himſelf for ſuch contemptuous treat- 
ment. Lady Durnant, who wiſhed to 
_ diſcourage without irritating him, exerted 


herſelf ſtrenuouſly to appeaſe his wrath 
by the aſſurance, that could ſne have en- 


tertained the moſt diſtant hopes of his in- 
tentions regarding her daughter, ſhe 
| would have rejected every other offer 
without heſitation; and to ſhew him 


how defirous the was of having him for a 
ſon-in-law, ſhe begged that he would al- 
low her A few days conſideration to ena- 


ble her to get rid of the other embarraſ- 


' ſing circumſtance. The Count ſaid he 


would grant Mer a week to determine 


in, 


(6 


in, but if at the expiration of that term 


ſhe did not conſent to the completion of 7 


his wiſhes, he would find means to make 
her repent moſt bitterly of her folly ;— 
he retired at the concluſion of this 
ſpeech, and left us in the moſt novel and 
diſtreſſing dilemna; the moment we 
were at liberty, I gave free vent to my 
tears which had near choaked me,” my 
mother as unhappy; though poſſeſſing 
more courage than myſelf, immediately 
formed her reſolution. We have no 


time now for the indulgence of ſorrow, 
my deareſt Emily, our exertions are be- 


come highly eſſential, and from you 1 
expect an adequate ſhare of fortitude. 


We muſt think for a refuge from that 


cruel, old man's rage, and as the Count 
de Saur 1s abſent, our ſafety muſt be in 
flight; I have really buſineſs to tranſact 


at Lyons, which my poverty has hitherto 


impeded ; we will now go there, ſtran- 
gers in that large city, you may be deli- 
H vened 


* 
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vered without the hazard of: inquiry, and as 

Lyons is in the road which your huſband 
takes to join his regiment, he can eaſily 
contrive to ſee us: we will change our 
names, live wholly ſecluded from every 
eye; and, after writing 'to the Count de 
Saur, patiently expect his advice for the 
direction of our future conduct. 


Thus did this ſenſible woman expreſs 
Her ſentiments ; I thought her expediency 
admirable, and inſtantly to be adopted; 
my only doubt was of gaining my de My- 
relle's conſent ; this apprehenſion ſoon va- 
niſhed, as a converſation with his father 
had readily diſpoſed him to enter into our 
plans. We met him that night, and 
after telling him all that had paſſed, he in- 
formed us, that finding his father in the 
deepeſt melancholy, not in the leaſt ſuſ- 
pecting the cauſe, and wiſhing to diſſi- 
pate it, he had propoſed a viſit to us; — 
40 e Lord, you ſhould preſent me 
3 6 £6. 


7 


ce to our female neighbours, or they will 
« ſuppoſe me to partake of the nature of 
« a favage, for being ſo deficient in polite- 
cc neſs.” Before hi the old Count, in a 
moſt violent paſſion, forbid his ever pre- 
ſuming to knock at our door. * Made- 
c moiſelle Durnant will ſoon be my wife, 
ce and then you will have opportunities 
© enough of paying her the attentions 
<« que to his mother-in-law ;” to this my 
ſpouſe had little to reply, he was fo ſtruck 
with the horrid idea. This, continued he, 
ce is an unexpected blow that falls moſt 
c heavy; I too plainly foreſee all its con- 
ce ſequences; if my father, at this period; 
te diſcovers our union, he will ſpare 
© no labour or expence to ruin you, 
«© my Emily, for ever! was my valued de 
ce Saur here I ſhould be more eaſy, but his 
ce abſence obliges me to conſent to yours; 
* ſet off then to-morrow, leaving orders at 
ec home to deny admittance to every one 
«till the week is expired: left my father 


ce ſhould follow your ſteps; I will go thi 32 


7 
moment and prepare every thing for 
Fe: your journey, and haſten to rejoin you , 
i at Lyons; The Count was ſo agitated 
as he ſpoke, that we-could fully perceive 
the effort he made to conceal from us a 
part of his terrors; we promiſed to follow 
his advice, and then parted with the moſt 
agoniling ſorrow, a cruel ſiniſter omen of 
Ms to come: the Count had given us an 
order to take up any ſum of money at the 
Count de Saur's banker; the next day we 
employed ourſelves in arranging every 
thing for our departure, and, accordingly, 
in the middle of the night we took our 
places in the coach for Lyons; we found 
my huſband at the inn door, diſguiſed as a 
beggar, and under pretence of waiting for 
our charitable notice, performed every 
ſervice for us, that women, without a ſer- 
vant, ſtand in need of: we aſſumed imagi- 


nary names at the commencement of our 
Journey, which we performed in veils, and 
arrived in this manner fafely at Lyons. 


We me a lodging in in.an obſcure corner, 
near 


— 


73 
near the habitation of a profeſſional wo- 


man, whoſe aſſiſtance I was in daily ex- 


pectation of calling for. I wrote imme- 


diately to my huſband to inform him of 


our names and dwelling; we learned by his 


anſwer of the diſappointed anger which 
his father had expreſſed at the end of the 

week, when he perceived that we were no 

longer in Auvergne, and that our ſervant 


was totally ignorant of our motions; he, 


| however, ſeemed to ſuſpect the place of 


our retreat, from what my mother had 
ſaid, but was yet unſettled in his reſolu- 
tions: that for himſelf, (my ſpouſe). he 
ſhould ſet out the next day, and be with 
us almoſt as ſoon as his letter; in fact he 


came the fame evening, without any 
equipage or attendants, having prev ouſly 
-ſent all to the quarters of the regiment to 


avoid any obſervations on his conduct: our 
Joy was extreme at again ſeeing each other, 


my emotion haſtened the hour of labour; 
the Count would not quit me, and in his 
and my mother's OS I gave birth t. o 
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that ſweet Laura, who is now reſtored to 
me by a gracious Providence ! The Count 
ordered the midwife to get two poor peo- 
ple to perform the part of ſponſors, and to 
have the child inſtantly baptized as a 
foundling; his directions were obeyed; 
the third day after this ceremony, as 
he was croſling la place de Belle Cour, 
wrapped up in his great coat, he ſaw 
his father within a few yards of him; 
this diſcovery alarmed him dreadfully, 
and eoming back to me“ My beloved 
„ Emily,” he ſaid, my father is at Lyons, 
e and though it is impoſſible for him to 
e trace you, he muſt inevitably find me 
* out, if I ſtay four and twenty hours 
4 Jonger; I muſt, therefore, leave you 
ee this night; but as it will not be eaſy for 


A 2 ec you to bring up our child without riſk- 


ing our ſecret, let me diſpoſe properly 
of her; I will place her in ſafe hands, 
ec and a thouſand piſtoles, with which I 
2« will accompany this moſt precious de- 


„ « poſit, will ſecure her proper attentions 
. from thoſe I ſhall give the charge to; I 


bo wangen 


( 


& forget the name of the perſon I have in 


e idea, but I know him well, and the ſu- 


te perior integrity of his character, without 
« being known to him; if he conſents, I 
« ſhall ſoon have finiſhed the buſineſs, 
« and will ſet off the moment after; by the 
« firſt poſt you ſhall learn his name, and 
ce the place of his abode; and I will now 
ce write a paper, the half of which ſhall be 
given with Laura, and the other half, 
© making out the ſenſe, will enable you 
e e to find her, in caſe any unforeſeen acci- 


« dent prolongs my abſence.” During 
this diſcourſe, I had not the power of ut- 


terance, but when it was concluded, I 
gave the utmoſt oppoſition to this ſcheme, 
being extremely unwilling to part with 


my child, and to truſt her in the hands of 


ſtrangers; but the Count abſolutely in- 
ſiſted on my compliance, and perceiving 
that my greateſt uneaſineſs proceeded 


from his avowed ignorance of the 


perſon's name, in whom he intended 
repoſing ſo much confidence; he owned 
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that he was fully informed on that head, 
but fearing the imprudent dictates of ma- 
ternal love, he wiſhed to conceal every 
eircumſtance till the Count de Saur's re- 
turn, having firmly reſolved that his 
daughter ſhould remain unknown till our 
marriage could be declared; my mother, 
who had trenbled, left the birth of an in- 
fant ſhould unravel the myſtery, and force 
us to a premature diſcovery, agreed en- 
tirely with the Count: it was in vain for 
me to combat with people fo infinitely 
dear to me, and at length I ſubmitted. 
After writing and dividing the letter, 
my loved friend embraced me, and taking 
our child, left me in a truly pitiable tate: 
parting at once with ſuch beloved objects, 
rendered me for a long time inconſolable, 
which naturally prolonged my confine- 
ment; during this time, my mother ne- 
ver ventured out till twilight, from the 
dread of meeting the old Count; ſhe ſaw 
him often near our houſe, but he could 
not poſſibly recollect her, ſo carefully did 


6 


ſhe diſguiſe herſelf. At length I regained 
my ſtrength ſufficiently to think of re- 
turning home, though miſerably uneaſy 
at not hearing from my huſband. About 
this time we received letters from the 
good Count de Saur, aſſuring us of his 
recovery, and that he intended coming di- 
rectly to Lyons, to relieve us from the 
terror of of my antiquated lover; we, on 
this, determined to wait his arrival, as the 


the moſt ſafe place: he was informed of 


all our proceedings by letters, and like- 
wiſe of my anxiety to hear from de My- 
relle. Soon after this he arrived, I could 


not again ſee him without extreme agita- 
tion, which was increaſed by the ſad me- 


lancholy which I could perceive was 
deeply rooted in his friend: the moſt tor- 
turing forebodings alarmed me; I aſked 
eagerly if he had heard from my ſpouſe, 
and what occaſioned his own apparent 
affliction; he anſwered firmly, I have 
cc had no accounts immediately from de 


« Myrelle, bur from others I know that 
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* he is well, and that ſo many military 
© affairs required to be arranged on his 
ee joining the regiment, that it was im- 
te poſſible for him to write; with regard to 
te the depreſſion you tax me with, it is 
© merely the effects of a fatiguing journey, 
< after ſo ſevere an illneſs. I endea- 
voured to believe him, and changing the 
converſation, telling him all our fears on 
the ſcore of the old Count; he adviſed us 
to think of quitting Lyons in a few days, 
and he would accompany us, promiſing to 
breakfaft with us the next morning to ſet- 
tle our journey. © I wiſh your huſband 
e had entruſted you with the ſecret of 
« your child's ſituation, as I would readily 
cc have undertaken the charge of placing 
et her privately in Auvergne; but we ſhall 
ec hear in a poſt or two, and I can fetch 
« her at any time, therefore this matter 
« need not delay our return home.“ After 
this he took his leave, pretending buſineſs; 
my mother followed him, but returning 


e with vaſt emotion, I could no 
longer 


( #79 ) 
longer ſuppreſs my fears, and enfreated 


bg; in an agony of grief to tell me all, 
adding, that the greateſt poſſible misfor- 


tune would be leſs | inſupportable than 
ſuch horrid ſuſpenſe; ſhe ſtill tried td 


evade my queſtions, aſſuring me that I 
alarmed myſelf too haſtily; at length, 
unable to contend with me, from the ex- 
ceſs of her own ſufferings, ſhe ſaid, © My 
« Jove, your huſband is ill, and that oc- 
e caſions mine and the Count de Saur's 


« uneaſineſs. “ Ah! tis in vain now to 


ce deceive me!” I exclaimed, my huſ- 


« band 1s dead, and I muſt be for ever 
_ © wretched !'—My mother could only 
anſwer me with tears, which confirming 


my apprehenſions, I ſunk in all the hor- 


rors of deſpair. To draw a veil over theſe 
trying moments, I will only ſay, that the 
ſoothing balm of religious conſolation 


was kindly offered to me by my excellent 
mother, and had its uſual effect of giving 
2 compoſure and humble confidence to the 

Hs6 wounded 
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wounded ſpirit, chat no . can even 
barely ſuggeſt. 


When my diſtreſs had in ſome meaſure 
ſubſided, and given way to this pious 
reſignation, the Count de Saur informed 
me that my huſband died ſuddenly on his 
arrival at the rendezvous; all the letters 
found on him were ſent to his father, 
among which were ſome of mine; but 
having always had the precaution to ad- 
dreſs him as a couſin, only ſigning my 
maiden name, the old Count was igno- 
rant of the nature of my connection with 
his ſon; though enraged beyond meaſure 
at_ the information of our having been 
known to each other; the Count de Saur 
promiſed to give an account of his ex- 
pedients to appeaſe the old man's anger 
after our return home, when he ſhould be 
more at leifure. I was, become ſo to- 
tally indifferent to every thing, that I felt 
not anxiety about the future; and ſuppo- 
ing, ſince the death of my huſband, that I 

Wh i | h a d | 


. B 1 
had not any reaſon to be afraid of his fa- 
ther, as my marriage would be buried in 
oblivion, I anſwered the Count de Saur 
by obſerving, © that Monſieur de My- 
© relle was no longer an object of terror 
© to me, as by never appearing before 
< him, his paſſion would eaſily be cured.” 
He is more to be feared than you ĩma- 
ce pine; at his age, affection, when deſpi- 
ce ſed, is too frequently in ſuch a mind 
converted into implacable hatred; not 
ce being able to poſſeſs what he loved, he 
« will do his utmoſt to diſtreſs her: - you 
cc have a child, which ſooner or later we 
« muſt diſcover ; for that precious pledge 
« you muſt endeavour to avert the effects 


ce of the Count's diſappointed fury.” 


Indeed, the idea of my daughter was 
a conſtant ſource of mifery to me; the 
hopes, therefore, that Monſieur de Saur 
ſo judiciouſly gave me of finding her one 
time or another, determined me to be 
guided wholly by his advice. 9 


my 

Me quitted Lyons, then, as was ſettled; 
the Superintendant, who was a friend of 
the Connt's, lent us an equipage ; bn our 
arrival at Riom, your father, for ſome 
reaſons that I will explain hereafter, in- 
fiſted on our making uſe of his houſe, and 
not returning to our own: he left a con- 
fidential ſervant at Lyons, with the half 
of my de Myrelle's letter, to continue 
the ſearch after my child. I had long 
perſiſted in a reſolution not to leave that 
town without her, but our friend would 
by no means hear of ſuch a delay, as he 
aſſured my mother, that it was not ſafe for 
us to remain at Lyons—1I was obliged to 


\ 


ſubmit. Vs 


The firſt days of our reſidence in your 
father's houſe we ſeldom had a ſight of 
him, he uſually went out early in the 
morning; and did not return till late ; we 
lived conſtantly in my apartment, and the 
entrer was denied to every one but the 
Count. My mother, at times, appeared 

* EXTr emely 


* 


* 


- 


( . 7 
extremely depreſſed, but I was perſuaded 
that her ſorrows were fo intimately con- 
nected with my own, that though I felt 
ſenſible of her affectionate participation, 

J was not alarmed, conceiving her diſ- 
treſs could not proceed from any new 
cauſe of anxiety : indeed, was my ſitua- 
tion to be rendered more truly pitiable by 
any ſtroke! I was a widow without a 
name, the wife of à man of conſiderable 
fortune, without the ſmalleſt remaining 
pittance, and wholly dependent on the 
bounty of another. I knew myſelf to be 
a mother, and yet could not indulge the 
fond hope of leaving a proviſion, or even 
the name of her father to my child, in 
caſe I found her: ſuch a retroſpect filled 
me with horror; every ſentiment of ho- 
nor, intereſt, and even ſelf-love, were ſo 
cruelly wounded, that it was impoſſible 
to be inſenſible to ſuch complicated mi- 
ſery; and my marriage being totally void 
of all the eſſential forms which conſtitute 
validity, I could only conſider myſelf as 
they > TO ob the 
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the victim EX an eit 1 the conſe- 
quences of which muſt ever cover me 
with confuſion! Theſe were my heart - 
corroding reflections, and which I ſup- 
poſed, equally occupied my mother's 
thoughts : when one evening, the Count 
de Saur interrupted our rifle !ete a tete; 
as his company was always pleaſing to 
me, I received him with a friendly re- 
proach for affording us ſo little of his 
time, knowing that he was our ſole conſo- 
lation; and though every moment, ſince 
our being under his roof, had been 
marked by ſome generous attention, yet 
that they loſt much of their value, being 
- unaccompanied by the pleaſure of ſeeing 


| him. © This obliging reprimand, my 


te dear Madam, flatters me inconceivably, 
< and I cannot better reply to it, than by 
« giving you unequivocal proofs, that the 
te time which I have paſſed from you has 
i been wholly employed in your ſervice; 
« but my narrative will be prolix, and I 
« mult, therefore, previouſly entreat your 
ce patient 


2 


1 
ec patient attention; as, before I inform 
« you of my proceedings, it is neceſſary 


© to make you acquainted with thoſe of 
« the old Count de Myrelle, it is need- 


© Jeſs to conceal them from you any lon- 


ce ger: the Marchioneſs has long known 
© my every tranſaction, with a ftrict 1 in- 


junction of ſecrecy not to augment your 
ce forrows ; ſhe knew, therefore, with what 


« zeal I have exerted myſelf to relieve 
you from the moſt cruel embarraſſment 
“The Count de Myrelle, enraged at the 
« contempt ſhewn to his paſſion, followed 
«© you to Lyons with the hope of ven- 
e geance, as Lady Darnant had faid, that 
© her buſineſs in that city was to marry 


* you; he employed ſome days in ſearch- 


ing every regiſter where your name 
« might have been inſerted ; but not diſ- 
ce covering any trace, he had recourſe. to 
ce the chief magiſtrate, deſcribing the 
ce Marchioneſs and yourſelf as women of 
te diſſolute lives, of whom he had reaſon 
ce to complain, as for certain miſbehaviour 
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©. 880 } 
e (which he could prove when neceſſary) ; 
4: you had quitted Riom clandeſtinely, and 
| te were concealed in Lyons, truſting to 
* avoid a juſt puniſhment : after this ſpe- 
« cious depoſition, he demanded an order 
« to arreſt you both whereſoever he could 
« find you; but the Superintendant (a 
tc worthy, prudent man) told him, that 
« he did not uſually proceed to ſuch ex- 
« tremities without an eſpecial order ; 
ec and as his Lordſhip had, no doubt, ſuffi- 
e cjent proofs of what he advanced, he 
© had only to inform the Prince Miniſter, 
« and procure a lettre de cachet, which he 
et would then put into execution without 
ec any farther difficulties. The Count 
e diſpleaſed at this unexpected delay, but 
ee fertile in expedients to anſwer his ends, 
4 wrote immediately to one of his friends 
ee at Verfailles to ſolicit the lettre de cachet, 
ee founding his application upon a ſtring 
| « of accuſations that it is needleſs to re- 
= | *pcat, He would not quit Lyons till he 
e 22 poſſeſſed of che power to act againſt 
* ce you. 


„ 
te you. About this period of the tran- 
« ſaction, I received the accounts of his 
* ſtrange paſſion, your diſquietudes, and 
ce removal to Lyons; your huſband wrote 
« likewiſe, earneſtly entreating me to go 
ce to you, as he was obliged to join the 
« © army. I ſet off poſt "fame days after- 


« ing to ſee my ſon, and there I received 
ce the ſad news of our loſs! . 


e Judging that my preſence was more 
ce than ever neceſſary at Lyons, I ſet out 
cc inſtantly, determined not to forſake 
te you, as your ſituation appeared to me 


ce truly pitiable, and feeling myſelf a prin- 


ce cipal agent in the affair of your mar- 


te riage, 1 reſolved to make you miſtreſs 


cc of that fortune which, had your contract 


ce paſſed with the accuſtomed formalities, 


« you would have been entitled to. Upon 
ce mature conſideration, I perceived it 
would be impoſſible to fulfil my inten- 


. = tion by the ordinary means, having a 


cc ſon 


n > > Yo 
* 73 . 


« this, going firſt into Auvergne, expe&t- 
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ce ſon and nephew under age, who were 
« equally to divide the younger de My- 


e relle's eſtate, in caſe of his deceaſe. 1 
te concluded, therefore, that the more 
certain method of ſecuring your free- 
cc dom, both as to fortune and the purſuits 
ec of the old Count, was to make you pals 


&« for my wife: impreſſed with this idea, 


ce which, however, I determined to con- 


e ceal from you till after our return hither, 


« with the hope that your grief might 
<« then be in ſome degree moderated; I 


te called on the Intendant, for whom I 


had long cheriſhed a moſt approved re- 
e gard; our friendſhip was almoſt born 
ec with us, and our youth had paſſed to- 
<« gether in the ſame ſtudies. After our 
cc firſt embraces, he inquired the occaſion 
ce of my viſiting Lyons— Is it my dear 
ce friend, M. de Myrelle's affair that brings 
"50 you here, and that Madame Durnant, 
ee that chagrins him ſo much, does ſhe 
« alſo diſturb your quiet? You may 
ce . my 8 at this queſtion, 


5 cc begin | 


( 189 ) 


ee being then wholly ignorant of the old 


c Count's manceuvres. I aſked him, 


< eagerly, to ſolve the problem, adding, 
<« that though I knew my relation was at 


Lyons, I could not conceive in what 
“ manner his buſineſs could relate to the 


Lady he had named.— I plainly per- 


% ceive I have gone too far, but from 


« you, Count de Saur, I cannot think of 
« concealing a fact, that ſeems ſo appa- 


« rently to intereſt you.” He then related 
« all that I have told you, of M. de My- 
« relle's proceedings againſt yourſelf and 
« the Marchioneſs, and did not paſs over 
« the lettres de cachet, which was then in 
« full force for execution. My embar- 
ce raſſment was great at this information, 


« but after a few moments recollection, 
«I addreſſed the worthy magiſtrate— - 
What you tell me, my good Sir, makes 
ee the Count de Myrelle ſo highly crimi- 


« nal, that he is unworthy to live, and, 
* moreover, ſhould juſtly fall by this 


«© hand! Madame Durnant 1 18 a woman 
« of 
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© perſecution! is ſhe your 


. 8 ( 1 90 ) 
of quality, indigent, it is true, but no 
< leſs reſpectable; ſhe has educated her 
daughter in the ſtricteſt principles of 


ccc honor and virtue, and I have been ſo 


ce well convinced of her merits, that 1 
© have made her Counteſs de Saur ! The 
< Intendant, ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, ex- 

e claimed, © What — that Mademoiſelle 
c Durnant, the object of de V 


J replied without heſitation, ſome rea- 
<« ſons, that you will eaſily comprehend, 
& had forced me to conceal my marriage; 
« but Madame de Saur having written 
< me word that the old Count de Myrelle 


had conceived a paſſion for her, and 


« endeavoured by threats to obtain the 
« Marchioneſs Durnant's conſent to his 
« propoſals ; ſhe had. been obliged to re- 
« tire to Lyons, where ſhe would wait 
« my return, as 1 was to paſs through in 


© my way from Paris. I immediately 


came to her, with an intention of de- 


= „ my marriage, and thereby re- 


. 1 cc ſtoring 
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re ſtoring my couſin to his right ſenſes. 

— After this, I entered more fully into 
ce particulars, which completed the diſ- 
« covery of de Myrelle's real character. 
This put him thoroughly out of temper 
< with the man who had ſo ſhamefully 
< endeavoured to miſlead his judgement. | 
7 Do, my dear Count, return as foon as. 
ce poſſible to Riom, there publiſh your 
cc alliance with Mademoiſelle Durnant, 
« and I will write to M. de Myrelle in a 


cc manner that ſhall ſhew him my juſt in- 


© dignation at his conduct.“ I thanked 
him, duly entreating that he would not 


part with the tremendous leltre de cachet. 
« My friend's advice made me haſten our 


60 departure more than I wiſhed, conſi- 
ce * dering your weak ſtate: by this too, 
cc you are informed of my reaſons for 


ce wiſhing you to occupy my houſe, in 


ce order to give more authority to the tale 
« I had invented; it is ſo readily believed 
e here, that every one is 1mpattent to be | 
ce introduced to you. Your enemy is re- 


cc turned 
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turned from Lyons, tired of waiting 


* for the inſtrument of his vengeance. 


c The firſt news he received, on his arri- 


« val, were the accounts of his ſon's 
« death, and of your connection with me; 


« Jeſs ſenſible to the firſt ſtroke, than 


« ſurpriſed at our union, and the packet 
« of your letters which had been ſent to 
ce him, giving him hopes of taking exem- 

< plary revenge, by proving your intelli- 
« gence with the young Count. He de- 


ce fired me, the day before yeſterday, to 
« give him a private audience at a con- 

ct venient hour; I went to him yeſterday. 
< May I believe the report of your being 


te married to Mademoiſelle Durnant * e 


cc js undoubtedly true, only a fortnight 
_ « has elapſed ſince the declaration, but 
cc the ceremony was performed a twelve 


« month paſt, at my Chateau de Saur, 


. and, conſequently, ſhe. could not well 
t accept your offer? He was confuſed 


c at theſe words, and hardly ventured to 


ac look UP, at * Had ſhe ſaid ſo— 


« I had 


ons. . 9. 

cr J had expreſsly forbidden her (inter- 
te rupting him) Vour ſon alone was in the 
« ſecret, and preſerved it inviolably— 
<« Apropos, I hear you have ſome letters 
« from the Counteſs, which being ſimply 
ce ſigned with her maiden name were ſent 
ce to you; I ſhall be obliged for them, as 
c Madame de Saur wiſhes it, and I do 
<« not chuſe they ſhould be read of every 
« one. I cannot convey to you, Madam, 
« an idea of de Myrelle's countenance, at 
« thus finding all his ſchemes defeated ; 
cc but as he knows me to be ſteady to my 
< purpoſe, he took his plait quietly and 
ce gave me the letters, ſaying, that you 
cc wrote in too tender a ſtile, and that he 
ce truly pitied me for having made ſuch a 
< choice. I, on the contrary, commend 
cc myſelf much for it; but be it as ijt 
ec may, I will never employ des lettres de 

te cachet to avenge myſelf: leaving him 
ee with theſe words, covered with ſhame 
ce and remorſe. As a ſequel to this, the 
« Intendant writes from Lyons, that the 
| 5 « Count, 


232 
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. * 
« Count, highly diſpleaſed at M. de My- 
ce relle's malignity, after cancelling the 
« order procured againſt you, means to 
_< cite him at a proper ſeaſon, to give an 
« account of his motive for acting ſo deſ- 
5 picably. 
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ee This victory, gained by care and 
« ſolicitude, encouraged me to inform 
« you of every particular; but, Madam, 
« do not imagine that in calling you by 
* my name, I mean to uſurp a right 
ce oyer your conduct from the title of 
< a huſband; I do myſelf juſtice, and 
am perſuaded, that a mind impreſſed 
« with the recollection of the moſt amia- 
ce ble of men, can at beſt admit only ſen- 
ce timents of eſteem for a perſon of my 5 
« age: could I have deviſed any other . 


ce means as effectual of ſerving you, I 14 

e ſhould have preferred them; this plan 4 

has not been ſuggeſted by any impro- ” 

ct per paſſion; as faithful in friendſhip as c 

K you are in love, I too highly reſpect c 
 « the | | 


ad 
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* 


© the memory of the Count de Myrelle, 


to rival him even after his death; my 
cc earneſt with to fulfil in their utmoſt EX 


© tent the obligations of a friend, and 


ce the conſideration of your melancholy 
« ſituation, have wholly 1:fluenced me: 
« your affection for him, what you feel 


for the pledge of your union, and the 
ee care of your reputation, muſt incline 


© you to enter into my way of reaſoning: 


© had J left you the name of de Myrelle, 


ce what could have been your refuge 
ce againſt the love or hatred of the old. 


Count? in making known to him, that 
as your huſband's father, every law, 
human and divine, had placed an in- 


< vincible barrier between you and him, 


it remained in his power to diſannuba 
cc marriage contracted without Aa conſent, 


ce that his ſon was not of an age to diſre. 


© gard, and in this cafe you would have 
e been left wholly deſtitute of fortune 


« and reſources; 1 ſhould have been de- 
e prived of the ſatisfaction of aſſiſting 
1 2 cc you, 


4 you, it not a wits for me, to 
< take away my ſon's fortune for the pur- 
© poſe of endowing a ſtranger, by mar- 
tc rying you. I at once remove all diffi- 
te culties, and can provide for the ſup- 
* port of your rank even after my death, 
« without injuring my family, and in ſuch 
e a way as to enable you to bequeath a 
reaſonable competency to your daugh- 
* ter; moreover ſecure, during my 
% own life, the eaſe and comfort of 
* yours, and relieve you from any ſolici- 
« tude for a mother who is ſo juſtly dear 
4 to you. Theſe cogent reaſons ſhould 
% prevent your heſitating to confirm the 
«© report I have propagated, and as my 


e fon and nephew, when they come of 


< age, are not obliged to believe our 
_ «word without any more authentic (and 
« lawful) proof than our ſimple declara- 
46 tion of our union; to invalidate the 
44 fact and feeure your intereſts, T have 
⁊c dictated the articles of a contract, and 
* have fined it; & this will be brought to 

| you 
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© you to do the ſame ; after which we 


te will ſet out for my ſeat, where our 
“marriage can be performed privately, 
« and I will take care that the dates of 


cc the regiſter and ſettlements ſhall be con- 


© formable to the report I have circu- 
« lated : but I moſt folemnly proteſt to 
ec you, that I will never aſſume any other 


ee right; or claim any degree of affection 
e beyond what a father might expect 


« when I become your huſband. Con- 


6 tented with paſſing the remainder of 


ce my days in fo pleaſing a ſociety ; the 
« bond of our union may be conſi- 
« dered as an act of adoption; and as 
ea daughter, no doubt you will give a 
© ſhare of your regard to a tender —- 


4 
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It is difficult to expreſs, my dear 


« Count, what revolved in my mind du- | 
e ring your generous father's diſcourſe; 
c the apprehenſions I was alarmed with 


te at the commencement of it from the 
I 3 cc inve· 
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; <invereime- rage of the 6 4 de Mprelle! x 
© the joy at being relieved from them! 
*\the ſurpriae at hearing that the world 
* believed me Counts de Saur! the 
at ſingvlar manner in which the Count 
et intended ſecuring my fortune, and the 
« indiſpenſable neceſſity I was under of 
accepting his propoſitions, agitated 
me by turns, and made me for ſome 
*.time incapable of ſpeaking ! at length 
66 told him, that it would be owning 
& myſelf the moſt ungrateful of beings, if 
« was inſenſible of ſo much kindneſs, 
te but that I was diſtreſſed beyond mea- 
er ſure at having only friendſhip to offer 
& in return; which I felt was infinitely 
c too ſmall a tribute to ſuch unexam- 
ce pled merit; though I was incapable of 
& deceiving him with the hope of a more 
v render regard, as my late huſband's 
* image was too deeply engraven on my 
te heart, to be ever obliterated: that 1 


ws Aw plaily it was of the utmoſt conſe- 
a quence to my honor and ſafety to ac- 


999i ** * | ce Cept 


ee cept ln gene propoſal, and to 
c roborate the reſtimopy he had given to 
te the public; that I was therefore ready 

te to do as he wiſhed, at the conditions of 
« filial attachment.—T have promiſed, 
Madam, to be your father, though 
« with the title of your huſband, and my 
ec motives muſt enſure your entire confi- 
« dence, My mother came in at this 
moment, ſhe had known every thing 
ec previous to this converſation, and her 
«fear of my refuſal had been the occa- 
ce ſion of her melancholy for ſome days; 
cc the Count told her of his ſucceſs, as he 
cc termed it, with expreſſions of the moſt- 

© benevolent pleaſure. 


« The Marchioneſs embraced and | 
« thanked me with tears of joy; I 
te mingled mine with bers, but alas! they 
te proceeded from a different ſource; to 
ce own the truth, the wiſh to make her 
« eaſy in her declining years, alone pre- 
wy vented my rejectin) advantages that 

1 4 ce were 


Co ) 


« were to ah purchaſed at the 1 of 
e ſincerity. The Count's Lawyer com- 
é ing in, the deeds were read—the pro 
of his goodneſs kept me at a loſs for 
words ſufficiently expreſſive of my gra- 
s titude; we ſigned, and the next day 
** carried us to Saur, where the Count 
© had told his friends that I remained on 
* account of indiſpoſition; as he had ta- 
te ken all his precautions, we were mar- 
«ried the ſame evening: a period of the 
* moſt agonifing recollections to me, 
dc who had been united only fifteen 
t months before to my unfortunate de 
 < Myrelle at the ſame altar. 


ce From that moment, the Count de 
cc Saur behaved to me with all the ten- 
e derneſs of a father, and the aſſiduity of 
ee the moſt attentive friend: we ſoon after 
cc returned to Riom, in order to receive 

< the viſits and compliments of Monſieur 
« de Saur's acquaintance; he was fo ge- 
« nerally eſteemed, that all were polite to 
« me; 


0 201 . 
&* me; and 1 endeavoured to conduct 
« myſelf in fuch a manner as his wife, 
ce that the world might not condemn his 
ce choice; the attentions we uniformly 
ce ſhewed to each other deceived every 
« one with the notion of our fondeſt 
love. The old Count de Myrelle was 


<« the only perſon diſpleaſed at our wed- 


ding; he was foon after obliged to at- 
« tend the miniſter's ſummons, and had 
« ſome difficulty to evade puniſhment; 
ec his friends, however, ſerved him ſo ef- 


« fectually, that the affair only coſt him 
< the expences of the journey, and the 
« ſhame of ſeeing himſelf univerſally 


ce deſpiſed : he endeavoured to find a 


«flaw in the entail of his eſtate to Meſ- 
ce fieurs de Saur and d' Aſtree, but failing 


« in this, and finding he conld in no way 
ec injure us, he was obliged to let us 
« remain in peace. When all the buſtle 
ic was at an end, I deſired the Count to al- 
« low me to retire to Saur, where I oc- 


« cupied myſelf i in * ana ers 3 
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education, my 8 Count, which in 
* ſome meaſure diſpelled my gloomy 
te fears of having no longer a child, as my 
«© repeated ſearch at Lyons was always 
> fruitleſs : the young d'Aﬀtree, was like- 
* wiſe entruſted to my care, and then 
cc & his diſpoſition was more volatile than 
« yours. I found him pleaſing and do- 
« cile; ſhall 1 own that I applied my- 
te ſelf to create in you a filial regard for 
me, that when you arrived at years of 
« diſcretion, you might not blame the 
6 ſuperior kindneſs which had influenced 
&« your father to provide ſo amply for 
% me; determining to reſtore his gifts to 


A you, if I did not find my daughter. 


I was beginning to recover a degree 
te of tranquillity almoſt approaching to 
« happineſs; as in the greateſt poſſible 
« afflictions a mind impreſſed with piety, 
« and not wholly deſtitute of reſources 
« within itſelf; may acquire a certain re- 
« fined taſte for enjoyments; ; perhaps we 

cc are Eo 


| E 4” 1 8 
« are improved for this reliſh, by having 
ee ur thoughts weaned from worldly 
« purſuits, and fixed on more ſublime ob- 
« jects. But to proceed in my tedious 
« ſtory : I was again called from my mo- 
« mentary eaſe, by the only ſtrokes which 
&© could renew my ſorrows ; 1 firſt loſt 
« my mother, who had been the compa- 
* nion of my ſolitude, and was continu- 
« ally pouring the balm of pious conſo- 
e lation into my wounded boſom ; the 
« died after an illneſs of three weeks, 
e having had every poſſible medical aſſiſ- 
« tance; the Count had attended her 
« with the moſt unremitting attention, 
ce indeed he ſeldom quitted us, and after 
« my mother's death, exerted himſelf in 
« the kindeſt manner to diſſipate my me- 
cc lancholy; though for ſome months he 
te appeared not with his accuſtomed cheer- | 
« fulneſs, and his health was too dear 
ce to me for this change to eſcape my ob= 
« ſervation ; but the frſt weeks following 
ce « my recent diſtreſs,, he concealed his 
I'6 ce own 


Py 3 
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te gwn languor ſo entirely, and was ſo 


0 aſſiduous to blunt the keen edge of my 


cc griefs, that I allowed myſelf to be de- 
ec © ceived with the fond hope of his being 

« quite well, and even when he took 
&« leave of me to go to Riom, where the 
« death of the old Count de Myrelle 
«* called him, he appeared ſo much 
* mended, that I remained. eaſy on 
« his account. But alas! a few days. 
* brought a fad reverſe; he had fearcely 
o finiſhed his buſineſs, when he fell dan- 

r gerouſly ill, and feeling himſelf unable 
* to. live, he ordered an expreſs to be 


c ſent, deſiring me to ſet off immedi. 


WM * ately. 
1 * 9 my diftreſs at this news ! ex 
71 treme gratitude and, friendſhip attached 
* me too forcibly to the amiable Count, 
* for me to ſu pport. the thoughts of loſing 


= him with. any tolerable | compoſure; in 


* him. I had found a protector, benefac- 
* At, . and ſincereſt friend; he had 
2 * be- 


14 ws 


(205 ) 


« behaved in every light in ſuch an unex- _ 
# « ampled manner, that all hope of happi- 
* neſs on this ſide the grave ſeemed 


© wrapt in his recovery. I went to him 


« inſtantly, he apparently revived at ſee- 


© ing me, but anxious to make uſe of the 


1 ſhort time he was ſenfible yet remained 


for him to live, after ordering every 
c one to retire, he thus addreſſed me in 


« terms which will ever be engraven in 


r my heart. Let me entreat you, my 
« dear Emily, to be compoſed, for how- 
« ever pleaſing the certitude may be 
that you regard me ſufficiently to ap- 
* prehend my death; I do not with you 
* to give way to feelings that muſt in- 
* creaſe your too heavy weight of ſor- 
«row; I am of an age to quit this 


* world without regret; I have not, 5 


vt truſt, been guilty of any flagrant 
« crimes,. or wantonly miſpent the ta- 
« jent committed o my charge; and 
« therefore I depart with humble confi. 


« dence 1 in he. mercies of my Creator, 8 
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W and having ſecured your eaſy indepen- 


« dency, I have not another wiſh to gra- 


e tify here: my attachment for you has 


© been of late too tender for my peace, 


« the neceſſary ſtruggles to conceal this, 


« certainly haſtens my fate; but heaven 


« is my witneſs that this paſſion in no de- 


« gree influenced my conduct in the pro- 
« poſal of marriage I made to you, the 


0 recollection of my friend wholly actu- 
te ated me at that time; then, Emily, 


« I was not ſo fully acquainted with you, 
0 the pleaſure J have fince experienced 
« in your ſociety, and the virtues you. fo 
« © eminently poſſeſs, have made me think 
« you deſerving a better fate. Let me 
« « earneſtly recommend my ſon to your 
< care, 1 leave you his guardian and ſole 
« executrix to my will; let him not per- 
« ceive chat he has loſt a parent, you can 
« amply ſupply that office; and if he is 
« ever worthy of your confidence, tell 
« him how I loved you.—This diſcourſe 


2 2 me more and more with ad- 
„ miration 


. 


e miration and gratitude for this exalted 


« being, I could only anſwer by my tears; 
ce forgive me, if at this time I cannot 
 « forbeara freſh tribute to the memory of 
te ſuch a man. 


« After offering up the moſt fervent. 


* prayers for mine and his ſon's happineſs, 
ce he expired in my arms; over the ſubſe- 
ce quent period] draw a veil, and need only 
te ſay, that when I had fulfilled the laſt 


« duty, in ordering all funeral honours to 
ce be paid to the remains of this truly great 


« man; honours, by which a frivolous 
te world eſtimate the affection of a widowee 
&« mourner, but which are, in fact, only the 


« yain pageantry of grief, which the wiſe 
« muſt ever deſpiſe. I returned to the 


« Chateau de Saur with a heart pierced 
« with the moſt poignant ſorrow; but 
< reſolving to exert every faculty to ful- 
ce fill thetruſtſo benevolently impoſed upon 


ce me, I watched the growing virtue of your- 


ce ſelf, my dear de Saur, and the youngd Aſ- 
. 


* 
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ce tree s and when you were of an age to re- 
« ceive farther inſtructions, I accompanied 
ec you both to Paris, and had the ſatisfaction 
« of being witneſs to your rapid improve- 
« ment. When the war was declared, you 
both left me in ſearch of fame; eight years 
« had elapſed, when convinced of your 
= prudence, though the. term preſcribed 


„ by the laws was not arrrved, I gave 


* you an account of my ſtewardſhip, and 
< put you in poſſeſſion of your fortune; 
* from that moment I wiſhed. to make 
* you acquainted with my fecret, but the 
c hopes of finding my child {till reſtramed 
«© me; you know I at that time propoſed 
et retiring into a convent, but you oppoſed 
44 ſo many forcible reaſons to my reſolu- 
sc tion, that I poſtponed its execution 
« till you was ſettled in marriage; as 
« while you continued a bachelor, I was 
< ſenſible that my ſuperintendance was in 
E = ſome meaſure neceſſary to the regula- 

| « tion of * domeſtic affairs, * 


* My 


4+ 
an” 


* 
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0 My example giving emulation to 


d' Aſtree's guardians, they, in a ſimilar 
cc manner, greet him in the receipt of his 


c eſtate; by the arrangement of his affairs, 


te it was diſcovered that a ſum of money 
had been lodged in the hands of an 
* Engliſh merchant, ſettled at Lyons, by 
te the name of Daintree ; I propoſed your 
« undertaking the journey with your 
ce couſin, to withdraw the caſh, and paſs 
te the final accompt; you approved of my 


te plan, and ſet out accordingly; the recol- 


election of my child haunted me doubly, 
* as you were going to the town where ſhe 
e had been depoſited ; but yet, fearful of 
< opening myſelf to you, I ſimply ordered 
« a ſervant to make inquiries after a 
wy young perſon named Laura, who was a 
ee foundling, and about nineteen years of 
© age: in anſwer, I was informed that 
< the only perſon in Lyons of that 
cc name, was the niece of Mr. Daintree. 


« This laſt diſappointment entirely de- 
4 prived me of all hopes of again ſeeing. 
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TY r my daughter, and i imagining by your 
© jengthened ſtay, and your ſubſequent 
© reſolution of accompanying Mr. Dain- 
« tree's family to England, that either his 
daughter or his niece were the mag- 
ie net that attracted you; I determined 
« to facilitate your future plans, to quit 
* your houſe, but not to break my pro- 
r miſe of not entering a convent unknown 
te to you; I made choice of this ſpot, as 1 
« being equally retired ; and upon coming 
cc here, reaſſumed the name of de Myrelle, 0 
which I felt was more legally mine 
te than the one I had fo long been called 
© by; this change of name has ſecured 
cc my happineſs, as my Laura's delicacy 


tec would have checked her friendſhip for 


cc the Counteſs of Saur but to end my 
cc narrative, and to oblige me, read this 
xc letter, by joining the two halves, which 
er is the deciſive confirmation of my be- 
* ing a parent. 


LE T= 


The unfortunate neceſſity 
* concealing my marriage 
( equally myſterious regar 

_ * pledge of it. As I am igno 
& hands I commit her, and: 
© to declare her birth till 
honor and ſafety, this letter 
© her identity at any time, 
« As I certify that Laura 


LETTER 


| I am under of 

, obliges me to be 
ding the legitimate 
rant into what 
as I do not intend 
J can do it with 
will ſerve to prove 
or in any place. 
Baptized as an 


„Orphan is my daughter 
« is Emily Durnant Counteſs 
the depoſitreſs. of the half 
e“ herſelf alone can unravel 


« cafe that by abſence or 


& that her mother 
de Myrelle) 

of this Writing 
the myſtery in 
_death, I am pre: 


* vented fetching my child, Count de Myrelle. 


N 


n be Counteſs t DE MynzLLE to Mrs... 
DAINTREE. | 


Is; it poſſible, my dear Ma, to find 
terms ſufficiently expreſſive of a parent's 
gratitude, for the moſt ineſtimable of all 
benefits l the ſecuring her child's felicity 
here; and, may I ſay, making her a wor- 
thy candidate for a better ſtate: in this 
manner have you acted by my daughter. 
I not only have her reſtored to me in 
| ſafety, but adorned with every commen- 
dable accompliſhment; of a diſpoſition 
the moſt engaging and approved courage 
—Surely, it was by the wiſe interpoſition 
of Providence that ſhe has been ſo long 
with-held from me, only to make 
her more ſuperlatively amiable ! for in- 
deed, my dear Madam, I am perſuaded 
no one but yourſelf could have formed fo 


* charming a model of human perfection; 


accept 


1 e 213. 
accept, then, the unſpeakable thanks of 2 
heart overflowing with unfeigned ac- 
knowledgements Will you undertake to 
make me known to Mr. Daintree - By 
the ſame ſilent effuſions, may a ſuperior 
Being repay thoſe bleſſings for the pre- 
ſervation of your child, which you have 
fo liberally beſtowed on mine! I am 
unable to continue this theme; forgive a 
little weakneſs in one, whoſe lot you 


know, from my Laura's pen, has not 
been free from thorns. 


As I muſt conſider yourſelf and Mr. 
| Daintree as having a claim ſuperior to 
my own in the diſpoſal of your Laura's 

fate, I am happy to find that the Count 
de Saur has obtained Mr. Daintree's con- 
ſent antecedent to mine. Perhaps you 
think it ſtrange for one who has ſo re- 
cently recovered her heart's treaſure, to 
offer it ſo readily to another; de Saur is 
worthy of my daughter, and in their 
union I can only foreſee the completion 


of 


MI 
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of their mutual happineſs. We wait your 
return to celebrate this marriage, as my 
Laura will not hear of taking ſuch a deci- 


fve ſtep without the encouraging pre- 
ſence of her other Nang, and her ſweet 


Caroline. | 
8 W e propoſe meeting you at Lyons 
when Mr. Daintree's affairs will ſuffer 


him to quit England; no one is more im- 


patient for the ſatisfaction of cementing 
her friendſhip, than, 
My dear Madam, 
| | Your eternally obliged, 
> | | EMILY DE MyRELLE. 
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The Count DE Sauk 70 M.. DAINTREE. | 


Es, my dear Sir, I have found my 


angel friend, and only wait your return to 
be the happieſt of men ! do not delay, I 
beſeech you. Has not Caroline ſome in- 


fluence with you? to her, then, I apply 
for her warmeſt ſupport to ſecond my 
entreaties. Laura forbids our union till 
our friends ſurround us. I am, as for- 

Hy, under a neceſſity of approving her 
Diehm, though contradictory to my 
own good; for who would not be impa- 
tient to ſecure a bleſſing that the univerſe 
could not byy; if I continue. in this 
ſtrain, you will think of ſending me, like 
Rolando of old, to ſearch for a . of 
ſound reaſon. 


Canes weak have written herſelf, but 


a mother begs her not, as her exquiſite 
ſenſibility, agitating a delicate frame, has 


L given 


4 2160 
given us frequent alarms leſt a ſevere ill- 
neſs ſhould have been the conſequence of 
the intereſting diſcovery ; but, thank 
en! ſhe yet continues well. 


Adieu, my dear WO: believe! your 
Ghoul 


e r DE SauR. 
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. Caroting fo LAURA. 


On, my deareſt Laura, what infinite - 
ſatisfaction did your Adelaide's packet 
convey to us; thank the ſweet girl for 
her pleaſing rale, and. tell her how happy 
T ſhall be to call her my friend. My fa- 
ther writes a word to the Count, to ſay 
we leave London to-morrow. Do ſet 
out inſtantly for Lyons, we ſhall travel as 
quick as poſſible : introduce me by name 
to the amiable Counteſs ; many a tear did 
we ſhed during the peruſal of her affecting 
narrative. Adieu, adieu, my note is 
called for. Ypur's, moſt affectionately, 


_  Caorine. 


% 
n = — 
( — XK ) 
7 * : * 
* 


| Mr. DainTREE fo the CounT. 


bl dear Count, 


WI JEN this lace to-morrow at 8 
riſe, and expect to embark the evening 
following; can I be more obedient to 
your wiſhes ? Indeed, in this compliance, 
I equally gratify my own impatience. to 
be among friends ſo deſervedly dear to 


Tex am y fully acqu Amed with our 
Laura s excellent mother; the exemplary 
courage and immaculate goodneſs ſhe | 
has ſhewn on ſuch trying occaſions, give 
me the moſt impartial information of the 
ſuperior ſtamp of her character. My 
wife has juſt received a letter from the 
_ Counteſs, which her own feelings will not 
_ ſuffer her to reply to; ſay this, my dear 
= and giving our beſt regard to your 
5 female 


— 


* 
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female worthies. Aſſure yourſelf that 1 
am extremely deſirous of ſeeing your 
happineſs completed, in the poſſeſſion of 
Laura's hand; her heart, I Ac has long 
been yours. 185 | 

K. Das a 
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LAURA 7 CAROLIN E. 


H ERE we are at Lyons, my deareſt 
Caroline, and this ſhould meet you at 
Orleans. It is merely for the ſake of an- 
ticipating the pleaſure I ſhall experience 


at our interview, that I have thought of 


writing a few lines. Let me indulge the 


too deceitful propenſity of dwelling on 
future hopes of comfort, it may amuſe 
my loved friends during the remainder of 


their journey. 


My mother engages to paſs a part of 
every winter with us at Lyons, the re- 
mainder of our year is to be divided be- 
tween the chateaux de, Saur and My- 
relle; the laſt will afford us an opportu- 
nity of ſeeing the St. Croix's and their 
Adelaide ; and the former may, perhaps, 
tempt Mr. and Mrs. Daintree, and my 
Caroline, to paſs much of their time with 

us; 


e 


us; this is our rational plan: in imagi- 


nation we often bring all our endearing 


ties to one general center, the Chateau 


de Myrelle, the bleſſed ſcene of my 


being acknowledged by a tender parent, 


and there create an earthly paradiſe with 
the finger 1 fancy. 


My 195 and my adopted mother re- 
ſemble each other in every characteriſtic 
feature of the mind; this I would not 
forbear telling you; ſoon may you join 
with me in this opinion from your own 
obſervation. 


A few FR I truſt, will r re-unite the 
long-abſent friends. 


Luna DE Myxerus, 


f T'HE E N D.. 
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